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in it to a great utde vr to a great eſtate; 


or could any how contrive to be called 
up to publick charges, and employment 


of N 
my caſe ———and-4 
vill ſpeak of ths: 


air We 
nabe eee I affirm 
ds bet ever a fred 
m cen it, 15 * 5 2 ; 
-ſcarce draw it at all, for an aſthma I got 
in n ſcating againſt che wind in Flanders —_— 
haye been the contĩinual ſport of what 
the world calls fortune s and though * 
? vill not wrong; her by ſaying; She has 
eyer made me feel the weight of any 
great or ſignal evil; —yet with all the 
good temper in the world, I affirm it of 
her, that in every ot nes AN and 
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e falrly at me) tlie ungracious Doeh 
has pelted me with 4 ſet of 48 
miſadventures and croſs ac iden . 
ſmall Anne fund, Is 
900 eee >J wort ei daidw 5 7 
iy Mad aC: 1 A P. VI, os 
| N the! . ale laſt chapter, 
II inforni'd you exactly en I ws 
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born but I did not inform you; bee 
Ns that particular was reſerved entire 
for a chapter ſides, Sir, as 
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vitſelf; 


J are ina manner p perfect 1 
gers to each other, it would not hat = jd 
proper to have let you into too ma 
circumſtances relating: to myſelf all at 15 
once. Vou muſt have a little patience. 1 


I have undertaken you'ſee, to write not. | 


only my life, but my opinions alſs; TY 


— — P k 

—— ED — — ions 
2 

9 * A * 


— rms tt * 
2 


— 
LY 
oO es ang 
. 
rf 
a 7 * 
2 2 


a PRA 4 9 = 
. . 
. 8 r F r 4 
. — g 9 5 
— - . — W 5 _ 
f r — 1 - — — © 
— 2 4 2 — EM —_ 
. 2 —— 
” —_—_ — — > ee 


— 


9 
- 


— 


2 — . 8 * n 
— 1 — — * 2 b — _ 
— re —— — 4 CLONE — 
2 1 — OO —. — * 8 
9 — 2 — — — 
ry — — . 
® — . * h 1 = 
x We —— — , 1 . 
n a N * * 7 
— # * a 7 
* 2322 * * 4 oy 


— — 


— — 


W — 
- Ce 
— — ve 22 
— — 
1 — _ 
8. 
—— — * pughy 20 


8 8 — — " 
1 8 wn 
744648 "4+ ed eat . * * 
* 1 * 
* * y 


3 
4. 


nk & am, E . ee \ 


quaintance which is now beginning be- 


nion, if you ſhould think me ſomewhat 


Ds 
a better reliſh for the other: As you 


vroceec further with Me, the flight. A= 


twixt us, will grow into familiarity; and 
that, unleſs one of us is in fault, will 
terminate in friendſhip.———O diem præ 
clarum ! then nothing which has 


< touched i me | will be thought trifli ng in 
its nature, or. tedious. in its telling. 


Therefore, my dear friend: and compa - 


 paningof my narrative on my firſt ſetting | 
ar with me,—and let me go on, 
* tell my ſtory my o.] way: Or 
if I ſhould ſeem now and then to weiße 
upon the road. or ſhould ſometimes, 
206 wadeals n Tb 2 bel to it, for a 


1 WS that 


19 1 


: h be. little more viſdom than . 2 
on, either FR: EP HR at me, ox 
In ſhort, _— 22570 een W 2 


8 # 2 


ena. . 


IN che WOW village! bes; my father 

and my mother dwelt, dwelt alſo a 
thin, upright, motherly, notable, good 
old body of a midwife,” who, with the 
help of a little plain good ſenſe, and 
ſome years full employment in her buſi- 
neſs, in which ſhe had alt along truſted 
little to her own efforts, and a great deal 
to thoſe of dame nature, had acquired, 
in her, way, no ſmall degree of reputati- 
bn in the world by which word world, 
need Fin this place inform your worlhip, 
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that I would be underſtood wiciaih: no 
more of it, than a ſmall circle deſcribed 
upon the circle of the great world, of | 
four Engliſb miles diameter, or there- 


abouts, of which the cottage where the 


good old woman lived, is ſuppoſed to be 
the centre.——She had been left it, 
| ſeems, a widow in great diſtreſs, with 
three or four ſmall children, in her forty- 
ſeventh year; and as ſhe was at that time 
Aa perſon of decent carriage,—grave de- 


portment,—a woman moreover of fe 


words, and withall an object of compaſ- 
ſion, whoſe diſtreſs and filence under it 


call'd out the louder for a friendly lift: 


The wife of the parſon of the pariſh was 

touch'd with pity; and having often la- 
mented an inconvenience, to-which her 
Huſband's flock had for many years been 


expoſed, inaſmuch, as there was no ſuch 


thing as a idyife, of any kind or de- 


gree . 
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gree to be got at, let the caſe have been 
never ſo urgent, within leſs than fix on 


ſeven long. miles riding which ſaid ſeven 


long: miles. in dark nights and diſmal 


roads, the country thereabouts being no- 
thing but a deep clay, was almoſt equatts 


fourtetenꝭ and that in effect was ſometimes. 
next to having no midwife at all; it came 
into her head, that it would be doing as 


ſeaſonable a kindneſs, tothe whole pariſh, 


as to the poor .creatura herſelf, to get 


her a little inſtructedi in ſome of the plain 
principles of the buſineſs, f in order to ſet. 


her up in it. As no woman thereabouts 


was better qualified to execute the plan 
ſhe had formed than herſelf, the Gentler; 
woman very charitably undertooł itꝭ and. 


5 having. great influence over the female 
_ part of the pariſh, ſhe found ne-difficulty; | 
3+ in effecting It to the utmoſt of her,vithgs: . 
Is wuth, the parſon-ain'd bis intereſt, 
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_with'kis-wiſe's in os 3 affair; and 


in order to do things as they ſhould be, 
and give the poor ſoul as good a title by 
law to practiſe, as his wife had given by 
inſtitution, —— he chearfully paid the 
fees for the ordinaries licence himſelf, 


amounting, in the whole, to the ſum of 
eighteen ſhillings and fourpencez| ſo that, 
betwirt them both, the good woman 


was fully inveſted in the real and corpo- 
ral poſſeſſion of her office , together with 


: all its rights, N 1 eee 
8 e 


CET 5 


Theſe laft words, you ul "UNS. 


were net aceording to the old form in 
which ſuch licences, faculties, and powers 
uſually ran, whieh in like caſes had here- 
tafore been granted to the ſiſterhobd. 
But it was according to 4 neat Formnls 


4 Didins his own . who having 
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1 230 
a particular turn for taking to pieces, 
and new framing over again, all kind of 
inſtruments in that way, not only hit 
upon this dainty amendment, but coax d 
many of the old licenſed matrons in the 
neighbourhood, to. open. their faculties 


afreſh, i in order to have this whim 


| as Lava 
1 own «Ki never cond! envy Didier th 
| theſe kinds of fancies of his: :—But every 


3 
man to his own taſte. —Did not Dr. Ku- 


naftrakius, that great man, at his leiſure | 
hours, take the greateſt delight imagiva-- 
ble in combingot aſſes tails, and plucking; 
the dead hairs out with, his: teeth, though. 
he had tweezers always in his pocket? - 

| Nags: if you come: tg chat, Sir, have n 5 | 

ges, not except». 
| ing Coleen bimklf,—have they not chad. 
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horſes,— their Seins add: their cockle- 
ſhells, | their drums and their trumpets, 
their fiddles, their pallets, —their mag. 
gots and their butterflies ?—and o long 
as a man rides his HoBBVY-HoRSE penee- . 
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t ably and quietly along the King's high- 
Bit way, and neither compels you or me to 
get up behind him. pray, Sir, what 


have Wicke you or 1 to do with i it ? 


18, there is no di ſputing againſt Hoszv- | 
| Hox8zs\ and; for my party I ſeldem dos 5 
| nor could with: any fort of grace, had 
+ been an enemy ito” them at the bot· 
tom; for happening, at cettain intervals 
and changes 'ofithe® Moon, to be both! _ 
freller and | piaites adcording à8 the fu) 
lings "Be ir KRS te pode that ?- 
. ln * 4 Ss ko 


i[ 25 1 
(5: open 


reep a couple: of pads my 
| Which in their! turns, (nor do I care who. 
Wicnows it) T frequently de out and drake 
he eee name 
Ive ir ſpoken, 1 1 take t 
f jourtiies than What 4 wiſe man 
ink altogether rigkt B | 
Tam not e 
Wides am a mortal of fo little 600 e 
In the world, it is gt! muck f matter Wat 
I do; of ſeldom fer ör füme at afl 
3 about it: Nor does it much Attics thy 
N ; eit chen L ſee mel Srdat Lörds an and tall 
erſonages as hereäfter tis Ach 
AF for inſtance, as my LEY C B, — 
. H, L. K, L, M, LN, ule Io 50 5 . 
* on, a ll ofa a row, mounted. upon ; th 5 
| everal horſes: ;—ſome with large f ſtirrup 
eetti on in a more rave and 5 
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their mouths, ſcouring and ſeampering 
it away like ſo many little party-colour'd 
devils aſtride a mortgage,—and as if | 

ſome of them were reſolved to break 
their necks. So much the better —ſay 
Ito myſelf; — for in caſe the worſt ſnould 
happen, the world will make a ſhift to do 
excellently | well. without them; and 
for the reſt ,—why,—God ſpeed 
them. en let them ride on without 

| oppoſition from mes, for were their lord- 

ſhips, unhorſed this very night. tis 
ten to one but that many of them would 
be worſe mounted by. one half before to- 
morrow ding. | 


Not one of theſe daten che refore 
can be ſaid to break in upon my reſt. — 
But there is an inſtance, which I own puts 
me off my guard, and that i is, when 1 ſee 
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one born for 12 actions, and, bat is s 
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1 We 
Mill more for his honour, whoſe natere - 
ever inclines him to :good ones 
when T behold ſucha one, my Lord, like 
yourſelf, whoſe principles and conduct 
are as generous and noble as his blood, 
and whom, for that reaſon, a corrupt 
world cannot ſpare one moment ohen 
I ſee ſuch a one, my Lord, mounted, 
though it is but for a minute beyond the 
time which my love to my country has' 
preſeribed to him, and my zeal for his 
glory wiſhes, — then, my Hard, I ceaſe 
to be a philoſopher, and in the firſt 
tranſport · of an honeſt e wiſh 
the Hoppy-Hogse, with all his frater- 
alt at the Devil. | 


tf bog Hi . i 
Maintain this to be a dedication, 3 
notwithſtanding i its ſingularity in 

* be three great eſſentials of matter, 
40 form, ? 
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feet, —when you are 
. ee which you can be when, you pleaſe; 


28 
te form and place: I beg, therefore, you 
tt. will accept it as ſuch, and that you will 


permit me to lay it, with the moſt re- 


them, * 


& and that is, my Lord, when ever there 
* it, and Lwill add, to. the 
sbeſt We too. 1 n the honour, 
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I Solemnly n to all . that 
the above dedication was made for 
11 one Prince, Prelate, Pope, or Poten- 
tate. Duke, Marquis, Earl, Viſcount, 
or Baron of this, or any other Realm in 
Chriſtendom; z nor has i it yet been 
hawk'd hn: or offered publickly or 
privately, directly or indirectly, to any 
one perſon or perſonage,. great or ſmall z 
but is honeſtly a true Virgin-Dedication 

untrieg on, upon any ſoul mM W 


4 thaw this point ts „ 
merely to remove any offence or objec- 
tion which might ariſe againſt it, from 
the manner in which I propoſe to make 


the moſt of it; — Which is che putting 7 
it 
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[50] 
it up fairly to publick ſale; which I now 
do. 


— Every author has a way of his 
own, in bringing his points to bear for 


Higgling for a few guineas in a dark 
entry 3 T reſolved within myſelf, from 
the very beginning, to deal ſquarely and 
openly with your Great Folks in this af- 
fair; and try whether 1 ſhould not come 
prod the ae ed ke: 


rg therefore there is any one Duke, | 
Mauls, Earl, Viſcount, or Baron, in | 
theſe his Majeſty* 8 dominions, who ſtands 


in need of a tight, genteel dedication, 


and whom the above will ſuit, (ſor by ; 


the bye, unleſs it ſuits in fome degree, 1 
will not part with it it is much at 


bis ſervice for * guineas eher 


1 


| „„ 

I am poſitive is twenty guineas leſs than 
it ought to be s * ha n man 
of ig 5 W 


My Land if; you examine i u over | 
again, It 18 far from being a groſs piece 
of daubing, as ſome dedications are. 
The deſign your Lordſhip ſees, is good, 
the colouring tranſparent, — the drawing 
not amiſs or to ſpeak. more like a man 
of ſcience,—and meaſure x my. piece in the 
painter's ſcale, divided into 20, 4 be- 
lieve, my Lord, the out · lines will turn 
out as 12 the compaſition as 9,—the 
colouring as 6, — the expreſſion 13 and 
a half, —and the deſign, —if | I may be al- 
| lowed, my Lord, to underſtand my OWn 
aff Zn, and ſuppoſing abſolute perfection | 
. in deſigning, to be a8 20,7 —1 thiok. 1c 

cannot well, fall ſhorr. of. 10. Beſides 


all this,—there i IS: keeping | 0 ie. and 
the 


[ = 
the: dark firokes i inthe Hozpy-Horsx, 
(which is a ſecondary figure, and a kind 


of back-ground to the whole) give great 


force to the principal lights in your own 
figure, and make it come off wonder- 
fully and beſides, there i is. an air of 
. in 15 rout drome ; 

Be bend, my 1 oer Ladd, to brat 
thi ſum to be paid into the hands of Mr. 
Dodſiey, for the benefit of the author; I 
and in the next edition care ſhall be ta- 
ken that this chapter be expunged, and | 
and 050 actions, be placed at the front 
of the preceding chapter : : All which, 


from the words, De guſtibus non . diſpu- 
tandum, and Whatever elſe in this book 
relates toHonpy-Hogses, but no more, 


mall ſtand dedicated to your Lordſhip.— 


Thi reſt I dedicate to the an who, by 
the 
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che bye, of all the Parkons or Markos 


I can think of, has moſt power to ſet my 2 8 


book a? going, and make the Wye run 
mad hand; „ dn hal $0408" 


If ide art not- ov with Cad Ip 


and Mifs Cx ROUNp's affairs, take Tri- 
tram Shandy's under thy protection alſo. 
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Hatever 5 of ſmall merit, 
the act of benignity i in favour. of 


the 1 midwife, might juſtly claim, or in 


whom that claim truly reſted, —at firſt 


ſight ſeems nor very material to this hi- 


ſlory; certain however it was, that 
the gentlewoman, the parſon' s wife, did 


run away at that time with the whole | 
of it: And yet, for my life, I cannot heh P 


thinking but that the parſon himſel 
& C tho? 
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tho' he had nat the good fortune to hit 
upon the deſign firſt, —yer, as he heartily 
concurred in it the moment it was laid 
0 before him, and as heartily parted with. 
his money to carry it into execution, 
2 had a claim to ſome ſhare of it,—if not 
io a full half of whatever n. was 
due ta it. 


The ata at that time was : pleaſed to 
determine the matter otherwiſe. 


' Lay down the book, and I will allow = 
you half a day to give a probable gueſs 
LY the grounds of this FEET: ES 


Bei it known then, chat, for 3 five 
years before the date of the midwife's 
"cence, of which you have had fo Cir- 
cumſtantial an account, — the parſon we 
| have to ah with, had made himſelf a 
EY ; — 5 country- 5 
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country- talk by a breach of all decbtum, 
which he had committed againſt himſelf, 
his ſtation, and his office; and chat 
was, in never appearing better; or other- 

' wiſe mounted, than upon a lean, ſorry, 
jack-aſs' of a horſe, value about one 
pound. fifteen ſhillings z who, to ſhorten 
all deſcription of him, was full brother to 
Roſinante, as far as ſimilitude congenial 
could make him; for he anſwered his 
deſcription to a hair-breadth in every 
thing, — except that I do not remember 
_ ftis any where ſaid, that Rofindnte was 


| droken-vinded y" and} der, wat 


 Roſinante, as is the happineſs of moſt 
Spaniſb . fat or ren un 
1 a bone at all Wu 


| 1 1 very well that id: Hua! 8 
horſe was a horſe of chaſte deportment, 
which ay have given grounds for a 

ö C. 2 con- 


1 36. 
contrary opinion: : But it is as certain at 
| the ſame time, that Rain | 
Fey (as may be demonſtrated from the ad- 
1 venture of the Tangugſian carriers) pro- 
ceeded from no bodily defect or cauſe 
whatſoever, but from the temperance 
and orderly current of his blood. And 
jet me tell you, Madam, there is a great 
5 deal of very good chaſtity i in the world, 
in behalf of which you could not ſay 
more for your | life. 


i - - _ Let that be as it may, as my purpoſe 
3 is to do exact juſtice to every creature 
brought upon the ſtage of this dramatic 
work, I could not ſtifle this diſtinction 
in favour of Don Quixote's horſe; — in 
all other points the parſon's horſe, I ſay, 
was juſt ſuch another, — for he was as 
lean, and as lank, and as ſorry a jade, as 
Humility rell could have beſtrĩded. 
In 


Fil 


In the eftimation of here and there a 
man of weak judgment, it was greatly 
in the parſon's power to have helped the 
figure of this horſe of his,—for he was 
maſter of a very handſome demi-peak'd 
ſaddle, quilted on the ſeat with green 
pluſh, garniſhed with a double row of 
ſilver-headed fluds, and a.noble pair of 
ſhining braſs ſtirrups, with a houſing al- 
together ſuitable, of grey ſuperfine cloth, 
with an edging of black lace; termina- 
ting in a deep, black, filk fringe, poudrs 
d'or, —all which he had purchaſed in the 
pride and prime of his life, together with 

2 grand emboſſed bridle, ornamented at 
all points as it ſhould. be. But not 
caring to banter his beaſt, he had hung 
all theſe up behind his ſtudy door; and, 
in lieu of them, had ſeriouſly befitted 
him with juſt ſuch a bridle and ſuch 
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"@ ſaddle, as the figure and value of ſuch 
a ſteed might well and truly deſerve, '- 


In the ſeveral fallies about his pariſh, 
and in the neighbouring viſits to the 
gentry who lived around him, ou 
will eaſily comprehend, that the parſon, 
ſo appointed, would both hear and ſee 
enough to keep his philoſophy from 
ruſting. To ſpeak the truth, he never 


Could enter a village, but he caught the 


attention of both old and young.——La- 
:bour ſtood ſtill as he paſs'd, the bucket 
hung ſuſpended in the middle of the 
- the ſpinning-wheel forgot its 
even <chuck-farthing and 


ſuffle-cap themſelves ſtood gaping till 
he had got out of fight; and as his 
movement was not of the quickeft, he 
had generally time enough upon bis 
hands to make his obſervations, —to hear 


411 
the groans of the ſerious, an the 
laughter of the light · hearted; ;=—all which 7 


he bore vith Selben a 


| ae as lis Ghar litnſelf - 
point of ridicule, he would ſay; he could - 
not be angry with others for ſeeing Him 
in a light, in which he fo ſtrongly fu 
himſelf + So that to his friends, who 
knew his foible was not the love of m. 
ney, and who therefore made the leſb 
ſcruple in bantering the extravagance of 


càuſe, - we — ch 
laugh againſt himſelf; and as he nvver 
cartied one fingle ounce of fleſh upon his 


figtire as his beaſt, he would fomeritnes 

inſiſt upon ie, chat che horſe was as good 
as the rider de ſerved; the they were, 

centaur-liles,o-both of a pioce. At other 
7995 C 4 times, 


he choſe rather to join in tue 8 


owh bones, being altogether as ſpare's = 


1400 
times, and in other moods, when his 
_ ſpirits were above the temptation of falſe 
wit, — he would ſay, he found himſelf 
going off faſt in a conſumption; and, 
with great gravity, would pretend, he 
could not bear the ſight of a fat horſe 
without a dejection of heart, and a ſenſi- 
ble alteration in his pulſe; and that he 
had made choice of the lean one he rode 
upon, not only to Ne himſelf i in coun- 


5 


tenance, hue: in ere y bus , 
1 80 different: times he _—_ give fey | 

een and oppoſite reaſons for ri- 
ding atmeek- ſpirited jade of a broken 
winded horſe, preferably to one of met - 
tle for on ſuch a one he could fit me- 
chanically, and meditate as delightfully 

de vanitate mundi et fugd ſæculi, as with 
the advantage of a death's head before 


him ;— that, in all other exercitations, he 
could 


[4] 

could ſpend his time, as he rode ſlowly 
along. to as much account as in his 
ſtudy ;-——that he could draw up an ar- 
gument in his ſermon, —or a hole in his 
breeches, as ſteadily on the one as in the 
other;—thatbriſk trotting and ſiow argu- 
mentation, like wit and judgment, were 
two incompatible movements. But that 
upon his ſteed—he could unite and re- 

concile every thing, —he could compoſe 
his net — he could compoſe his 

cough, and, in caſe nature gave a 
call that way, he could likewiſe compoſe 

himſelf to ſleep. —In ſhort, the parſon 
upen ſuch encounters would aſſign any 
cauſe, but the true cauſe, —and he with- 

held the true one, only out of a nicety of 
temper, becauſe he ae it did hor 


nour to him. > = 


Bur 


9 85 1 22] 

But che truth · of the ſtory was as fol- 
Jows : In the firſt years of this gentle - 
man's life, and about the time when the 
ſuperb ſaddle and bridle were purchaſed 


* 


by him, it had been his manner, or va- 
nity, or call it what you will. to run 
into the oppoſite extream.—In the lan- 
guage of the county where he dwelt, he 
was ſaid to have loved a good horſe, and 
generally had one of the beſt in the whole 
pariſh ftanding in his ſtable always ready 
for ſaddling ; and as the neareſt midwife, 
as I told you, did not live nearer to the 
Village than ſeven miles, and ina vile | 
country. —it fo fell our that the poor | 
gentleman was ſcatce a whole week to- 

_ gether without ſome piteous application 
for his beaſt ;. and as he was not an un- 
kind-hearted man, and every caſe was 
more preſſing and more diſtreſsful than 
the laſt, —as much as he loved his beaſt, 
| | he 
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'he had never a heart to refuſe him; the 
 upſhot of which was generally this, that 
his horſe was either clapp'd, or ſpavin'd, 
or greaz d; or he was twitter · ben d, ar 
broken winded, or ſomething, in ſhort, 
or other had befallen him which would 
let him carry no fleſh; —ſo that he had 
every nine or ten months a bad horſe to 
get rid of,. —and nm 

in his ſtead. 


What the loſs in ſuch a A EP 
amount to, conmumbus annis, I would leave 
to a ſpecial jury ef ſufferers in the ſame 
traffick, to determine; but let it be hat 
it would, the honeſt gentleman bore it 
| »for many years without a murmur, till 

at length „by repeatedd ill accidents of the 
zkind, he found it neceſſary 1 ke the | 
thing under - conſideration ; and upon 
«weighing the whole, and ſumming it up 


in 
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in his mind, he found it not only diſpro- 
portion'd to his other expences, but 
withall ſo heavy an article in itſelf, as to 
diſable him from any other act of gene- 
roſity in his pariſh : Beſides this he con- 
fidered, that with half the ſum thus gal- 
loped away, he could do ten times as 
much good; and what ſtill weighed 
more with him than all other confidera- 
tions put together, was this, that it con- 
fined all his charity into one particular 
channel, and where, as he fancied, it was 
the leaſt wanted, namely, to the child- 
bearing and child-getting part of his 
pariſh; reſerving nothing for the impo- 
tent. nothing for the aged, — nothing 
for the many comfortleſs ſcenes he was | 
_ hourly called forth to viſit, where po- 
verty, and nn and afflition Aa 
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For 
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For theſe reaſons he reſolved to diſ- 
continue the expence; and there appear- | 
ed but two poſſible ways to extricate 
him clearly our of it ; — and'theſe were, 
either to make it an irrevocable law ne- 
ver more to lend his ſteed upon any ap- 
plication whatever, — or elſe be content 4 
to ride the laſt poor devil, ſuch as they 
had made him, with all his aches and in- 
firmities, to the very end of the chapter. 


As he dreaded his own conftaaich i in 
the firſt, he very chearfully betook 
himſelf to the ſecond ; and tho' he could | 
very well have explain'd it, as I ſaid, to 
his honour, —yet, for that very reaſon, he 
had a ſpirit above it; chooſing rather to 
bear the contempt. of his enemies, and 


the laughter of his friends, than undergo 
the pain of telling a ſtory, which might 


ſeem a panegyric upon himſelf. : 
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T have the higheſt idea of the mel | 
and refined ſentiments of this reverend 
gentleman, from this ſingle ſtroke in his 


character, which I think comes up to any 
of the honeſt refinements of the peerleſs 
knight of La Mancha, whom, by the bye, | 
with all his follies, I love more, and 
would actually have gone further to have 
paid a viſit to, than the n hero of 
antiquity. 


But this is not the moral of my ſtory: 
The thing I had in view was to ſhew the 
_ temper of the world in the whole of this 
affair. For you muſt know, that fo long 
as this explanation would have done the 
parſon credit, - the devil a foul could find 
it out, I ſuppoſe his enemies would nor, 
and that his friends could not.———But 
no ſooner did he beſtir himſelf in behalf 
of the midwife, and pay the expences of 
2 | > We, 
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the ordinary's ligence to ſet her up., hut 
the whole ſecret came out; every horſe 
us ne had loſt, and two korſes more than 
ever he had loſt, with all the circum- 
{s ſtances of their deſtruction, were known 
e, and diſtinetiy remembered. The ſtory 
d ran like wild- fire. — * The parſon had 


La returning fit of pride which had juſt 
f « ſeized him; and he was going to be 
« well mounted onee again in his liſe; 
« and if it was ſo, * twas plain as the ſun 
at noon- day, he would pocket che * 
v pence of the licence, ten times told the 
« very firſt year; ſo that every body 
« was left to judge what were his views 
e in this act of 8 e g 


What were his views 2 this, and in 
every other action of his life, —or rather 
what were the opinions which floated in 
_ the brains of other people concerning it, 
was 
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had the good fortune to be made entirely 
eaſy upon that ſcore, — it being juſt ſo 
long ſince he left his pariſh, 


F 
was a thought which too much floated in 
his own, and too often broke in upon his 


RT oo 


hen he ſhould have been found 


; * 


wc. 4 «5 


About ten years ago this gentlemaff 


and the 
whole world at the ſame time behind 


him, and ſtands accountable to a judge 


of whom he will have no cauſe © com- 


plain. 


But there 5 is a frality attends the ac- 
tions of ſome men: Order them as they 
will, they paſs thro' a certain medium 


| which ſo twiſts and refracts them from 
their true directions 


— that, with 
all the titles to praiſe which a rectitude 


of heart can give, the doers of them are 


ne- 
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"nevertheleſs forced 1 to live and die with- 


— " 


out it. 1 . 3 . 


Of the truth of which this gentleman 
was a painful example. But to know 
aby what means this came to paſs,—and 
to make that knowledge of uſe to you, 
I inſiſt upon it that you read the two fol- 
lowing chapters, which contain ſuch a 

| ſketch of his life and converſation, as 
will carry its moral along with i. — When 
this is done, if nothing ſtops us in our 
8 Way, we will go on with the midwife, : 


; bu 


CHAP. XI 


X 7 ORICK was this parſon'sname, and, 
what is very remarkable in it, (as 
appears from a moſt antient account of 
the family, wrote upon ſtrong vellum, - 
* Vo L. I, D and 


1 

and now in perfect preſervation) it had 
been exactly ſo ſpelt for near. I was 
within an ace of ſaying nine hundred 
years; but I would not ſhake my 
credit in telling an improbable truth, 
however indiſputable in itſelf; and 
therefore I ſhall content myſelf with on- 
ly ſaying,—It had been exactly ſo ſpelt, 
without the leaſt variation or tranſpoſi- 
tion of a ſingle letter, for I do not know 
How long; which is more than I would 
- venture to fay of one half of the beſt ſur · 
$ 3 5 the kingdom; which, in acoqrie. 
IN of years, have generally undergone as 
many chops and changes as their own- 
ers. Has this been owing to the pride, 

or to the ſhame of the reſpective propri- 
cetors ? la honeſt truth, I think, me- 
0 times to the one, and ſometimes to the 
other, juſtas the temptation has wrought. 
But a —— affair it is, and will one. 
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day ſo blend and confound us all together, 
that no one ſhall be able to ſtand up and 
ſwear, * That his own great grand fa- 
« ther was the man who did either this 
mn chat.“ err Et 


* his evil had 3 raffciently 2 
againſt by the prudent care of the Yorick's 
tamily, and their. religious preſervation 
of theſe records I quote, which do fur- 
ther inform us, That the family was ori: 
ginally of Daniſh extraction, and had been 

tranſplanted into England as early ag in 
the reign of Horwendillus, king of Den- 


of this Mr. Yorick's, and from whom he 
was lineally deſcended, held a conſider- 
able poſt to the day of his death. Of what 


nature this conſiderable poſt was, this 


record ſaith not it only adds; That, 
for near twocenturies, it Rad been totally 
28. — DD 2 abo- 


18. 
aboliſhed as altogether Fineceſſary, not 
only in that court, but in every other 
court of the Chriſtian world. 


It has often come into my head, that 
this poſt could be no other than that of 
the king's chief Jeſter ; ;—and that Ham- 
let's Yorick, in our Shakeſpear, many of 
whoſe plays, you know, are founded up- 
on authenticated facts, was certainly the 

„„ e 


. 
3 
. 


I have not the time to look into Saxe- 

Grammaticus's Daniſb hiſtory, to know 

the certainty of this; —but if you have 

| HJeiſure, and can eaſily get at the book, 
| you may do it ful as well yourſelf. 


1 * juſt time, in my ee toad TY 
Dinmark with Mr. Naddys eldeſt ſon, 

| — in the N. 1741, 1 r | 
as 
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as governor, riding along with him ata 

prodigious rate thro* moſt parts of Europe, 
and of which original journey perform'd 
by us two, a moſt delectable narrative 
will be given in the progreſs of this work. 
had juſt time, I ſay, and that was all, to 
prove the truth of an obſervation made 
by a long ſojourner in that country 
namely, (That nature was neither very 
| laviſh, nor was ſhe very ſtingy in her 
gifts of genius and capacity to its inhba- 
bitants; — but, like a diſereet parent, was 

moderately kind to them all; obſerving 

ſuch an equal tenor in the diſtribution of 
her favours, as to bring them, in thoſt 

points, pretty near to a level with each 
other; ſo that you will meet with few in 
ſtances in that kingdom of refin'd parts; 
but a great deal of goòd plain houlfiold 
underſtanding amongſt 8 ranks” of 
: 115 | vo brig” mie D * 7191 '- people 


Si: 


C +» & 2 
People, of which every body has a ſhare; 
| which is, I think, very right. 


With us, you ſee, the caſe is quite 
different; — we are all ups and downs in 
this matter; — you are a great genius ;— 
or *tis fifty to one, Sir, you are a great 
dunce anda blockhead ;—not that there 
is a total want of intermediate ſteps, — 
no, we are not ſo irregular as that comes 
to; — but the two extremes are more 
common, and in a greater degree in this 
unſettled iſland, where nature, in her gifts 
and diſpoſitions of this kind, is moſt 
wWuhimſical and capricious; fortune her- 
fſelf not being more ſo in the e 
* Fas * chatrels than ſhe. 


"This is all lint ever mn my ith 5 

5 . to Yorick's extraction, who, by 
e Len remember of him, and by all 
the 


ſions ;- 


de 
the accounts I could ever get of bim, 


ſeem'd not to have had one ſingle drog 
of Daniſo blood in his whole craſis; in 
nine hundred years, it might poſſibly have 


all run out— I will not philoſophiae 
one moment with you about it; for hap- 
pen how it would, the fact was this — | 
That inſtead of that cold phlegm and 
exactregularity of ſenſe and humours, you 
would have lool d for, i in one ſo extract- 
ed ;—he was, on the contrary, as mer- 
curial and ſublimated a compoſition.— 
a8 heteroclite a creature in all his declen- 
—with as much life and whim, 
and gaitẽ a de ceur about him, as the kind 


lieſt climate could have engendered and In . by 


put together. Wich all this fail, por 
Zorick carried not one ounce af ballaſt; 


he was utterly unpractiſed in the world; 
and, at the age of twenty-ſix, knew jul 

about as well how to ſteer bis courſs. 
ibs! 9D 4 in 


rf 
a 


in it, as a romping, unſuſpicious girl of 


[56] 


thirteen : So that upon his firſt ſetting 
out, the briſk gale of his ſpirits, as you 
will imagine, ran him foul ten times in 


8 a day of ſome body's tackling ; and as 


the grave and more  low-paced were 
ofteneſt in his way,——you may like- 


wiſe imagine, *twas with ſuch he had 
generally the ill luck to get the moſt en- 
tangled. For aught I know there might 
be ſome mixture of unlucky wit at the 
bottom of ſuch Fracas.— For, to ſpeak. 
the truth, 2 orick- had an invincible diſ- 
like and oppoſition in his nature to gra- ; 


vity not to gravity as ſuch; for 
where gravity was wanted, he would be 
the moſt grave or ſerious of mortal men 
for days and weeks together; but he 
was an enemy to the affectation of it, 


and declared open war againſt i it, only as 


in appeared a cloak for i ignorance, or for | 
| nn bans... : 


W750 
folly ; and then, whenever it fell in his 


way, however ſheltered and protected 
he ſeldom gave it much quarter. Tt: 
Sometimes, in his wild way of ralking, 
he would ſay, That gravity was an errant 
' ſcoundrel ; and he would add, —of the 
moſt dangerous kind too, - becauſe a 
fly one; and that, he verily believed, 
more honeſt, well-meaning people were 
bubbled out of their goods and money 
by it in one twelve · month, than by 
pocket picking and ſhop-lifting in ſeven. 
In the naked temper which a merry heart 
diſcovered, he would ſay, There was no . 
danger, but to itſelf ;—whereas the very 5 
eſſence of gravity was deſign, and con- | 
ſequently deceit ;—'twas a taught trick, 
to gain credit of the world for more ſenſe 
and knowledge than a man was worth * 


and that, with all its precenſions,—it was 


_ - dd 


? | no. 


* 
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50 better, but often worſe, than what a 
French wit had long ago defined it—vx. 
A myſterious carriage of the body to cover 
the defecis of the mind ;—which definition 
6f gravity, Yorick, with great impru- 
dence, would 2 5 deſerved to be rote in 
letters 2 88 1 ee 


2 1 
0 4 * % 
K+ 5: «. a . * * 8 „ 
* 


— 


"Wa in n plain truth; * was a man un- 


hackneyed and unpractiſed i in the world, 
and was altogether as indiſcreet and 


fooliſh on every other ſubject of diſcourſe | 
where policy i is wont to impreſs 1 reſtraint. 
Derick had no impreſſion but one, and 
that was what aroſe from the nature of | 
the deed ſpoken of; which impreſſion he 
would uſually tranſlate i into plain Englr 7. 
ithout any periphraſis,— —and too 


oft without much distinction of either 
| perſonage, t time, or place; ;—ſo that when 
mention Was made of a pitiful or an 
unge; 


[39] 

ungenerous proceeding, —he never gave 
himſelf a moment's time to reflect whs 
was the Hero of the piece. what his 
ſtation, —or how far he had power to 
hurt him hereafter ;—but if it was a dirty 
ation, ——without- more ado The 
man was a dirty fellow, - and ſo on 
And as his comments had uſually the ilt 
fate to be terminated either in a ven mot, 
or to be enliven d throughout with ſome: - 
drollery or humour of expreſſion, it gave 
wings to Yorict'sindiſcretion. [In a word, 
tho' he never ſought, yet, at the ſame: 
time, as he ſeldom ſhun'd occaſions of 
faying what came uppermoſt, and with 
out much ceremony; he had but too 
many temptations in life, of ſcattering 

his wit and his humour, —his gibes and 
kis jeſts about - wan * 
loſt for want of - Feats 


A 
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What were the conſequences, and 


* was Yorick's cataſtrophe thereupon, 


you will read i in * next chaphtr-; ? 


$17 CHAP... NI. 
HE Moertgager and Mortgage 
differ the one from. the other, not 


more in length of purſe, than the Zefter 


and Jeſte do, in that of memory. But 


in this tlie .compariſon between them 
runs, as the ſeholiaſts call it, upon all- 


four,z which, by the bye, is upon one 
ar two legs more, than ſome of the beſt 
of Homer's can pretend to; — namely, 
That the one raiſes a ſum and the other 
a laugh at your expence, and think no 


more about it. Intereſt, however, ſtil! 
runs on in both eaſes; the periodical 


L 


accidental payments of it, juſt ſerving 
= B 
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to keep the memory of the affair alive; 
till, at length, in ſome evil hour, —- pop 
comes the creditor. upon each, and by 
demanding principal upon the ſpot, to- 
gether with full intereſt to the very day, 
makes them both feel the fall extent f 
their dienen 1250 


As the regen (for 1 dw your 0 tos 
a thorough knowledge of human nature, 
I need not ſay more to ſatisfy him, that 
my. Hero could not . g9- 0n at this. rate 
without ſome flight experience of theſe 
incidental mementos... To ſpeak the 
truth, he had wantonly involved himſelf 
in a multitude of ſmall book-debts of 
this ſtamp, which, notwithſtanding: Eur 
genius's frequent advice, he too much 
diſregarded; thinking, that as not -one 
of. them was contracted thro' any malig- 
vancy but, on the contrary, from an 


honeſty 


t 6 
nally: of mind, and a mere jocundity 
_ of humour, they would all of them be 


croſs d ant in courſe. 


3 9 


Eugenius would never admit this; and 
would often tell him, that one day or 
other he would certainly be reckoned 
with; and he would often add, in an ac- 
- cent of ſorrowful apprehenſion, — to the 

uttermoſt mite. To which Yorick, with 
dis uſual careleſſneſs of heart, would as 
often anſwer with a pſhaw and if the 
ſubject was ſtarted i in the fields, —with a 
hop, ſkip, and a jump, at the end of it; 
but if cloſe pent up in the ſocial chimney 


* 
1 


corner, where the culprit was barrica- 
_ do'd in, with a table and a couple of 
arm chairs, and could not fo readily fly 
off in a rangent,—Eugenins would then 
. 80 on with his lecture upon diſcretion, in, 

5 - | _ words. 
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| words to this purpoſe, . mem 
better put together. 2 1 


Truſt me, deat 2 wich, this unwary 
pleaſantry of thine will ſooner or later 
bring thee into ſerapes and difficulties, 
which no after · wit can extricate thee out 
of. In theſe fallies, too off, I ſee, it 
happens, that a perſon laugh'd at, conſi- 
ders himſelf in the light of a perſon in- 
jured, with all the rights of ſuch a ſitua- 
tion belonging to him; and when thou 
vieweſt him in that light too, and rec- 
kons up his friends, his family, his kin- 
dred and allies, and muſters up with 
them the many recruits which will lift 
under him from a ſenſe of common dan- 
ger ;—'tis no extravagant arithmetic to 
ſay, that for every ten jokes, — thou haſt 
got a hundred enemies; and till. thou 


haſt — On, and raiſed a ſwarm of waſps 
about 


* wan 
r N 


5 ? eee. * — 2 
A PPV r 
Wr don . b en 
- Weg 2 0 2 


"It 
4 
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to provoke the one, or to make merry 


+1 


About thy ears, and art half ſtung to 


death by them, thou wilt never be'con- 
vinced it is ſo. 


* * 


# 


I cannot ſuſpect it in the man whom 1 


| eſteem, that there is the leaſt ſpur from 
ſpleen or malevolence of intent in theſe 
allies. 
be truly honeſt and ſportive: But con- 


I believe and know them to 


ſider, my dear lad, the fools cannot dis i 
ftinguiſh this, and that knaves will not; 
and thou knoweſt not what it is, either 


with the other, whenever they aſſociate 
for mutual defence, depend upon it, they 
will carry on the war in ſuch a manner 
againſt thee, my dear friend, as to make 
thee heartily ſick of it, and of thy life too, 


| RExvence from fs ban erm 
ſhall level a tale of diſhonour at thees 
45 . - 


- 
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e no > innocence of heart or integrity 
of conduct ſhall fer right. ——The 87 


* ö 4 ns 


racter, which led the way to tem, ſhall 
bleed on every fide of it, —thy faith que- 
ſtioned, thy works belied, — thy wit 
forgotten, — thy learning trampled. on. 
To wind up the laſt ſcene of thy tragedy, 
Caverry and Cowarpice, twin ruf- 
fans, hired and ſet on by Matter in the 
dark, ſhall ſtrike together at all thy infir- 
| mities and miſtakes :—The belt of us, 
my dear Jad, te open there, — and truſt 

me,—truſt me, Yorick, when to gratify 
a BI appetite, it is once reſolvel #p- 
on, that an innocent and an helpleſs creature f 
ſoall be ſacrificed, His an eaſy matter to pick 
up flicks enew from any thicket where it bas 
frayed, to make a fire to offer it up with: 


b Fa £ * ; L : ; 
« *£ V. 4. ; E 1 nl 7 k ; 
01. 3 | orice _ 
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04 orick ſcarce ever heard this fad va- 


ticination of his deſtiny read over to him, 
but with a tear ſtealing from his eye, and 
2 promiſſory look attending it, that he 
was reſolved, for the time.to come, to 


ride his tit with more ſobriety. But, 


alas, too late! — a grand confederacy, 
with = and at the head of 


It, was form'd before the firſt prediction 


of it.— The whole plan of the attack, 


| juſt as Eugenius had foreboded, was put 


in execution all at once,—with ſo little 
mercy on the ſide of the allies.—and ſo 
little ſuſpicion in Yorick, of what was 


carrying on againſt him,—that when he 


thought, good eaſy man! full ſurely pre- 


ferment was o eripening. they had ſmote 


his root, and then he fell, as many a 
worthy man had fallen before bim. 


Dorit, however, fought it out with.aþ 
imaginable gallantry for ſome time; till; 
over-power'd by numbers, and worn 
out at length by the calamities of the. 
ar, but more ſo, by the ungenerous 
manner in which it was carried on, —he 
threw down the ſword; and though he 
kept up his ſpirits in appearance to the 
laſt, he died, nevertheleſs, as was gene: 
rally month, __ broken hearted: 
What inclined Packs to ** fame 
nee Was as follows: MEE | 


alk th 3 * 10 7, ick breath'd 
ba laſt, Eugenius ſtept in with an, intent 
to take his laſt ſight and laſt farewell of 
him: Upon his drawing 2. orick's cur- 
tain, and. aſking how he felt himſelf, 
Zorick, looking up in his face, took hold 
| of his ee after thanking. him 
6] "HS © for 


3 168 ] 
for the many tokens of his friendthip to 
him, for which; he ſaid, if it was their 


fate to meet hereafter, - he would thank 
him again and again. -He toid him, he 
was within a few hours of giving his 


enemies the flip: for ever. kope not, 


anſwered Eugenius, with tears trickling 

down his checks, and with the tendereſt 
tone that ever man ſpoke, I hope not 
Yorick, ſaid he. Zorict replied; with a 
look up, and a gentle ſqueeze of Eu- 
genuss hand, and that wus all, but it 


: cut Eugenius to his heart. Come, 
come, Zorict, quoth Eugenius, wiping 
his eyes, and ſum moning up the man 


within him,. my dear lad, be comfort 
ed, —let not all thy ſpirits and fortitude 
forſake thee at this criſis when thou moſt 
wants them ;— who knows what re- 
ſources are in re and what the: power 


| of God may yet do for thee OA 
laid 


165 
laid his hand upon his heart, and gently: 
ſhook his head; for my part, continu- 
ed Eugenius, cry ing bitterly as he uttered” 
the words. declare I know not. 0+ 
rick, how to part with thee, and 
would gladly flatter my hopes, added 
Euxenius, chearing up his voice, that 
there is ſtill enough left of thee to make 
a biſhop, —and that I may hve to ſee 
it,—— beſeech thee, Eugenius, quoth 
Trick, taking off his nighi · cap as well 
as he could with his left hand ,—his 
right being ſti]! graſped cloſe in that of 
Eugenius, —— I" beſeech thee to take a 
view of my head. — I ſee nothing that 
ails it, 'replied Eugenius. Then, alas! 
my friend, ſaid Yorick, let me tell you, ' 
that tis ſo bruiſed and miſ- ſhapen d th ; 
the blows "which ***** and "Eee 
and ſome others have fo unnütz 


1 7 me in the dark, that I might ſay” 4 
h E 3 | with 


17 
with Sancho Paupa, that ſnould I reco- 
ver, and Mitres thereupon be ſuffer'd: 
to rain down from heaven as thick as 
c hail; not one of em would fit it. 
Torict's laſt breath was hanging upon 
his trembling lips ready to depart as he 


| uttered this ; — yet ſtill it was utter'd 


with ſomething of a cervantick tone 
and as he ſpoke it, Eugenius could per- 
ceive a ſtream of lambent fire lighted up 
for a moment in his eyes; — faint picture 
of thoſe flaſhes of his ſpirit, which (as 


Shakeſpear ſaid of his _ were wont 


to o ſer the table in a or? - - pond 


Eugenius was convinced: bk this, 
that the heart of his friend was broke:; 
he ſqueez'd his hand, 3 then 
walk ' d ſoftly out of the room, weeping 
as he walk d. Yorick followed Eugenius 8 
with his eyes to the door, — - he then. 

cloſed 


. 4 
+ © ® 


[71] 
cloſed 2 e never nen * 


more. 8 714 


He lies buried in a corner of his 
church- yard, in the pariſh of———, 
under à plain marble ſlabb, which his 
friend Eugenius, by leave of his executors, 
laid upon his grave, with no more than 
theſe three words of inſcription ſerving 
both for his epitaph and elegy. 


| als, poor YORICK? 


i 


Ten times in a day has Yorick's ghoſt 
the conſolation to hear his monumental 
inſcription read over with ſuch a variety 
of plaintive tones, as denote a general 
E 4 __ -— _— 
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1 i Pa hag, firs the e 5 this 2 
1 rhapſodical work, has been parted: 
from the midwife, that it is high time t 
mention her again to him, merely to put 
him in mind that there is ſuch a body : 
ſtill, in the world. and whom, upon che $f 
beſt judgment I can form upon my o•n 
plan at preſent, —I. am going to intro- t 
duce to him for good and all: But as: 


freſh matter may be ſtarted, and much . 
unexpected buſineſs fall out betwixt the; * 


reader ang; HET | which. may reine | 


„ 


not hy loſt i in bg mean time ee Z 
when the is. wanted, we ae no Way: do 


without her. n 4 bend 


r 2 
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1 think I told you that this good wo- 


man was a perſon of no ſmall note and 
conſequence throughout our whole vil- 
lage and townſhip ;—that her fame had 
| ſpread itſelf to the very out-edge and cir- 
cumference of that circle of importance, 
of which kind every ſoul living, whether 
he has a ſhirt to his back or no, — has 
one ſurrounding him;—which ſaid circle, 
by the way, whenever *tis ſaid that ſuch 
a one is of great weight and importance 
in the world, — 1 deſire may be enlar- 
ged or contracted in your worſhip's fan- 

cy, in a compound ratio of the ſtation, 


proſeſſion, knowledge, abilities, height 


and depth (meaſuring both ways) of the 
pra e * n * 
ale the teſt OR if 1 e 1 
fixed it at about four or. five miles, which 
not only comprehended the whole pa- 


E - 

riſh, but extended itſelf to two or three 
of the adjacent hamlets in the ſkirts of 
the next pariſſi; which made a conſider- 
able thing of it. I muſt add, That ſhe 
was, moreover, very well looked on at 
one large grange · houſe and ſome other 
odd houſes and farms within two or 
three miles; as I ſaid, from the ſmoke of 
her own chimney :——But J muſt here, 
once for all, inform you, that all this will 
be more exactly delineated and explain'd 
in a map, now in the hands of the en- 
graver, which, with many other pieces 
and developments to this work, will be 
added to the end of the twentieth vo- 
lume, — not to ſwell the work, I deteſt 
the thought of ſuch a thing but by 
way of commentary, ſcholium, illuſtra- 


tion, and-key-to ſuch paſſhges, incidents, 


or. inuendos as-ſhall be thought to be ei- 


ther of Private interpretation, or of dark 
or 
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or doubtful meaning after my life and 
my opinions ſhall have been read over, 
(now. don't forget the meaning of the 
word) by all the world; which, betwixt 
you and me, and in ſpight of all the 
gentlemen reviewers in Great- Britain, 


and of all that their worſhips ſhall under- 


take to write or ſay to the contrary, —— 


I am determined ſhall be the caſe. ——1 


need not tell your worſhip, that all | this 
is ſpoke in 2 L 


'F PON looking into my -mother's 
AZ marriage ſettlement, in order to 
ſatisfy myſelf and reader in a point ne- 


ceſſary to be clear'd up, before we could 
proceed any further in this hiſtory; ga], 


1 the good fortune to pop vpon the 
very 


N N21 - 
very thing ! wanted before I had read a 
day and a half ſtraight forwards, —i 
might have taken me upa month; which 
ſheus plainly, that when a man ſits down 
to write a hiſtory. — tho it be but the hi- 
ſtory of Jact Hickathrift or Tom Thumb, 
he knows no more than his heels what 
lets and confounded hinderances he is to 
meet with in his way, —or what a dance 
he may be led, by one excurſion or an- 
other, before all i is over. Could a hiſto- a 
riographer drive on his hiſtory, as a 5 
muleteer drives on his mule.— ſtraight x” 
forward; for inſtance, from Rome all 

the way to Loretto, without ever once 
turning his head aſide either to the right 
hand or to the left, —he might venture 
to foretell you to an hour when he ſhould 
get to his journey's end To but the 
thing is, morally ſpeaking, impoſſible : ; 


For, if he is a man of rhe leaſt ſpirit, be 
: | wil 


[8] 
will have fifty deviations from a ftraight 
ine to make with this or that party as he 
goes along, which he can no ways avoid, 
He will have views and proſpects to 


himſelf perpetually” folliciting his eye, 
which he can no more help ſtanding ſtill 
to look at than he can fly; ane 
over have various 

Accoutits to feconcile 
Anecdotes to pick u: 
Inſcriptions to make out:: 
Stories to weave inn 
Perſonages tw call ——— 
Pagegyricks to paſte up at this door: 
= Paſquinades at that All which 
both the man and his mule are quite ex - 
empt from. To ſum up all; there are 
Archives at every ſtage to be look'd in- 
to, and rolls, records, docu ments, and 


e . which juſtice ever 


py ow 


*% / | and 
E 


IP 
and anon calls him back to ſtay: the 
reading of. In ſhort, there is nd end 
of it; . my 6wn part, I declare I 
have been at it theſe ſix weeks, making 
all the ſpeed I poſſibly could, —and am 


not yet born Il have juſt been able, 
and that's all, to tell youꝛohen ithappen'd, 
but not-how ;—ſo that you ſee the thing 
is yer far from being accompliſhed. ; | 


Theſe unforeſcen ſtoppages, which I 
own I had no conception of when I firſt” 
ſet out ;—but which, I am convinced 
now, will rather increaſe than diminiſh as 
I advance,—have ſtruck out a hint which 
I am reſolved to follow ;—and that 13, 
not to be in a hurry : but to go on lei- 
ſurely, writing and publiſhing two vo- 
lumes of my life very year ;——which, 1 
if I am fuffered to go on quietly, and can > 


make a tolerable bargain with my book - 
Yor. 5 1 ſeller, 


3 10 82 1 
Filer, ſhall continue to > do as long as F 
live.” | 


C H AP. XV. 


© 


'Þ; H E Af in my 5 's mar- 
riage ferttement, which I told the 


reader I was at the pains to ſearch: for, 
and which, now that I have found it, I 
think proper to lay before him, —is ſo 
much more fully expreſs d in the deed it- - 
ſelf, than ever I can pretend to do it, that 
it would be barbarity to take it out of the 
: 3 85 5 hand = is as follows. 


And this Jndenture further 

8 -wittettery, „ Thar the faid Walter 
=. is Shandy, merchant, in confideration of 
; 3 Lee leid intended marriage to be had, 
5 | yo and, 15 God's bleſſing, to be well and 
: truly 


4 


5 


* 65 1 
« truly ſolemnized and conſummated be- 
e tween the ſaid Walter Shandy and Eli. 


© zabeth Mollineux aforeſaid, and divers 


< other good and valuable cauſes and 
9 conſi derations him thereunto ſpecially | 
5 moving,—doth grant, covenant, con- 
deſcend, conſent, conclude, bargain, 


« and fully agree to and with Zoby Dixon 
« and James Turner, Eſqrs. the aboye- 
named truſtees, c. Sc. to wit, — 
<« That in caſe it ſhould hereafter ſo fall | 
out, chance, happen, or otherwiſe came - 
to paſs, —Thar the ſaid Malter Shaydy, 
<« merchant, ſhall have left off buſineſs 
4 before the time or times, that the 
ſaid Elizabeth Mollineux ſhall, accord- 
ing to the courſe of nature, or other- 

< wiſe, have left off bearing and bring · 
* ing forth children; and that, in con- 


 * ſequence. of the ſaid Walter Shandy 


Ky in ſo left off buſineſs, ſhall, 
„„ * 


Ss. © 
* in deſpight, and againſt the free- will, 
e conſent, and good-liking of the ſaid 
Elizabeth Mollincux, —make a depar- 
<«*ture from the city of London, in order 
* to retire to, and dwell upon, his eſtate 
at Shandy-Hall, in the county of 


c or at any other country- ſeat, caſtle, hall, 
< manſion-houſe, meſſuage, or grainge - 
* houſe, now purchaſed, or hereafter to 
4e be purchaſed, or upon any part or par- 
<6 cel thereof :—That then, and as often 
<< as the ſaid Elizabeth Mellineux ſhall 
* happen to be enceint with child or 
children ſeverally and lawfully begot, 
* or to be begotten, upon the body of 
i the ſaid Zizabeth Mollineux during her 
* fſaid coverture, he the ſaid Walter 
„ Shandy ſhall, at his own proper coſt 
e and charges, and out of his own pro- 
. per monies, upon good and reaſonable 
* notice, which is hereby agreed to be 
Mg 2 8. within 
+ "6 | 
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« within fix weeks of her ks ſaid Eliza- 
« beth Mollineux's full reckoning, or 
« time of ſuppoſed and computed deli- 
« very,—pay, or cauſe to be paid, the | 
ſum of one hundred and twenty pounds 
of good and lawful money, to John 
Dixon and James Turner, Eſqrs. or aſ- 
e ſigns, upon TRUST and confidence, 
and for and unto the uſe and uſes, in- 
* tent, end, and purpoſe following: — 
« That is to ſay, That the ſaid ſum 
< of one hundred and twenty pounds 
<< ſhall be paid i into the hands of the ſaid: 
< Elizabeth Mollineus, or to be otherwiſe 
“applied by them the ſaid truſtees, for 
«the well and truly hiring of one coach, 
< with able and ſufficient horſes, to car- 
- ry and convey the body of the ſaid 
<« Elizabeth. Mollineux and the child. or 
* children which ſhe ſhall be then and. 
2 ' there enceint and pregnant with, 
= F 3 << unto. 


1 86 
« -unto the city of London; and for the 
« further paying and defraying of all 
- other incidental coſts, charges, and 
on expences whatſoever,—in and about, 
<< and for, and relating to her ſaid in- 
weld tended delivery and lying-in, in the 
aid city or ſuburbs thereof. And that 
the ſaid Elizabeth Mollineux ſhall and 


„ 
TA 


. may, from time to time, and at all ſuch 


“ time and times as are here covenant- 
ed and agreed upon, —peaceably and 

«quietly hire the ſaid coach and horſes, 

and have free ingreſs, egreſs, and 
. «regreſs throughout her journey, in and 
from the ſaid conch, according to the 
tenor, true intent, and meaning ef theſe 
*preſents, without any let, ſuit, trouble, 
ee” * diſturbance, moleſtation, diſcharge, 
4 66  hinderance, forfeiture, eviction, vexa- 
tion, interruption, or incumberance 
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a1. 
over be lawful to and for the faid E- 
zcbecb Mollineax,.. from time to rime, 
and as oft or often as ; the ſhall well and 
truly be advanced in. her ſaid pregnan- 
cy, to the time heretofore ſtipulated 


«6 and agreed upon,—to live and reſide 


in ſuch place or places, and in duch 


family or families, and with ſuch rela- 8 


tions, friends, and other perſons with- 
in the ſaid city of Tendo, a as ſhe, at 
her own will and pleaſure, notwith- 


id -Q; 


ſtanding her preſent coverture, and, as 


if ſhe was a femme ele and unmarri- 
ed,—ſhallthiok ft. And this In⸗ 
denture further witnefleth, - 
That for the more effeRtually carrying | 
of the ſ ſaid | covenant into execution, the 
* ſaig}ValterShangy, merchant, dath here- 
by grant, bargain, ell. ,releaſe, and con- 
firm unto. the ſaid John Dixon, and 


8 « Fames Turner, 8 their heirs, exe- 


* + oY cutors, 


ee 
44 cutors, and aſſigns, i in their actual poſ 
CO ſeſſion, now being by virtue of an in- 
<6 denture of bargain and ſale for a year 
* to them the ſaid Je bn Dixon and James 
* Turner, Eſqrs. by him the ſaid Walter 


"0 Shandy, merchant, thereof made; which 
e ſaid bargain and ſale for a year, bears 


date the day next before the date of 

- « theſe preſents, and by force and vir- 
re tue of the ſtatute for transferring 8 

e uſes into poſſeſſion, —— All that 

* the manor and lordſhip « of Shandy in 

3 the county of „ with all the 

.« rights, members, and appurtenances 
00 thereof ; and all and every the meſ- 
on! „ ſuages, houſes, buildings, barns, ſta- 

” bn bles, orchards, gardens, backſides, 
«6 tofts, crofts, garths, cottages, lands, 
« meadows, feedings, paſtures, marſhes, 
« commons, woods, underwoods, drains, 

0 * fiſheries, waters, and water- courſes ;— 
| « to- 
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40 together wit ih all rents, ever 10 a 
cc vices, annvities, fec- farms, kenn 
« fees, views, of frank pledge, bee, : 
« reliefs, mines, quarries, goods and 


hy chattels of felons and fugitives, felons A a 8 
<« of themſelves, and put in ge . 


% deodands, free warrens, and a 

8 royalties and ſeignories, ghts ar 
« riſdictions, privileges and ꝶheredita- 
ments whatſoever . And allo the 

« advowſon, donation, preſentation and 
free diſpoſition of the rectoty or par- 

"+ ſonage of Sandy aforefaid, and all and 
every the tenths, W glebe- lands“ 

In three words, — << My mother 


« was to lay in, (if 0 ſhe choſe. 9:0 
- London. 15 


Bat i in n to pur a MY to they pre- 
tice of any unfair play on the part of my 
mother, which 4 marriage article of this 

nature 
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FE go 1 „„ 
nature 100. manifeſtly opened a dopr to, 
and which indeed had never been eons 
of at all, but for my uncle Toby Shandy;— 
I a dauſe was added in dan of my fa · 
ther, which was this :—< That in caſe my 


.* mother hereafter ſhould, at any time, 
* pur my father to the trouble and ex- 
e pence of a London journey upon falſe 
cries and tokens ; — that for every 
0 ſach;inſtance ſhe ſhould forfeit all the 
right and title which the covenant gave 
40 her to the next turn ; but to no 
more, — and ſo on, toties quoties, in as 
« effectual a manner, as if ſuch a co- 
4 yenant betwixt them had not been 
* made.” —This, by the way, was no 
more than what was reaſonable; — and 
yet, as reaſonable as it was, 1 have ever 
5 thought i it hard that the whole weight of 
the article ſhould have fallen entirely,” a 


it did, upon * 8 


* * r hs — l 
eee 
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% 
But I was begot and born to misfor- 
tunes; for my poor mother, whether 
it was wind or water, or a compound 
of both, —or neither; — or whether it 
was ſimply the mere ſwell of i imagination 
and fancy in her or how far a ſtrong 
vwiſh and deſire to have jt fo, might miſ- : 
lead her judgment; — in ſnort, whether 
ſhe was deceived or deceiving in this 
matter, it no way becomes me to decide. 
The fact was this, That, in the latter end 
of September, 1717, which Was the year ._ 
| before I was born, my mother having 
carried my father up to town much 
apainſt the grain, — he- peremptorily i in- 
ſiſted upon the clauſe — ſo that 1 was 
doom'd, by marriage articles, to have - 
my noſe ſqueez d as flat to my face, as if 
the deſtinies had actually ſpun meu. 
ut . 7 5 8 1 
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[92] _ 
How this event came about, — and 
what a train of vexatious diappoint- 


ments, in one ſtage or other of my life, 


have purſued me from the mere loſs, or 


rather compreſſion, of this one ſingle 


member, — ſnhall be laid before the reader 


| ek in due time. 


C0 HAP. XVI 


TY father, as any body may natu- 
rally! imagine, came down with 


my mother into the country, in but a 
a pettiſn kind of a humour. The firſt 
twenty or five · and- twenty miles he did 
nothing in the world but fret and teaze 
himfelf, and indeed my mother too, about 
the curſed expence, which he ſaid might 


every ſhilling of it have been ſaved ;— 
chen what vexed him more than every 
thing 


__ bog. . | 
thing elſe was the provoking time of the 
year. which, as I told you, was to- 
wards the end of September, when his 
wall- fruit, and green gages eſpecially, i in 
which he was very curious, were juſt 
ready for pulling :- „Had he been 
« whiſtled up to London, upon a Tom 
« Fool's errand in any other month of 
« the whole year, he ſhould not have 

. ſaid three words about 1 „ 


For the next two whole ſtages, no 
ſubject would go down, but the heavy 
blow he had ſuſtain'd from the loſs of a 
fon, whom it ſeems he had fully reckon'd 
upon in his mind, and regiſter'd down 
in his pocket · book, as a ſecond ſtaff for 
his old age, in caſe Bobby ſhould fail him. 
The diſappointment of this, he faid, 
vas ten times mort to a wiſe man than 
all che W which the journey, Sc. 
F © "Rn 


[9] 
© had coſt ti, put together. rot the 
© hundred and twenty pounds, he 


* did not mind it a ruſh.” 


From Stilton, all the way to Grantham, 
' nothing in the whole affair provoked 
him ſo much as the condolences of his 
Friends, and the fooliſh figure they ſhould 
both make at church the firſt Sunday ; 
D of which, in the ſatirical vehemence 
of his wit, now ſharpen'd a little by vex- 
ation, he would give ſo many humorous 
and provoking deſcriptions, — and place 
bis rib and felf in ſo many tormenting 
lights and attitudes in the face of the 
whole congregation ; — that my mother 
declared, theſe two ſtages were lo truly 
tragi-comieal, that ſhe did nothing but 
laugh and cry in breath, from one n 
d the other of them all ee 


23 


— 3 
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From Grantham, till they had croſs'd 


the Trent, my father was but of all kind 


of patience at the vile trick and impo- 
fition which he fancied my mother had 


put upon him in this affair.— 4 Certainly, 


he would ſay to himſelf, over and over 
again, the woman could not 0 cecets 
ved herſelf; if ſhe could 
what weakneſs ! — tormenting word! * 


which led his imagination a thorny 


dance, and, before all was over, Play d 
the duce and all with Kim; —— for 
ſure as ever the word weakneſs was ut- 


tered, and ſtruck full upon his brain,— 
- ſo ſure it ſet him upon running divi- 


ſions upon how many kinds of weak- 


neſſes there were; —— that there Was 


ſuch a thing as weakneſs of the body, 
— as well as weakneſs of the mind,— — 


and then he would Gr nothing bu but t ſy1- 


logize withi himſelf for a tage 01 or two 
—_ ng 
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together, How far the cauſe of all theſe 
vexations might, or might not, have 


but an uneaſy journey of it down. 
In a word, as ſne complained to my * 


pafirnge of any fleſh alive. 5 


96 


ariſen out of himſelf. ps | þ ER 
* 8 he had fo, many little ſubjects 
of diſquietude ſpringing out of this one 
affair, all fretting ſucceſſively, i in his 
mind as they. roſe up in it, that my mo- 
ther, whatever was her j journey up, had 


cle 7 oby, he would have tired out the 


45 305 3 
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mm 


| | 1 my father cravilled home- | 
wards, | as I told 1 you, in none of 
the beſt of moods, —pſhaw ing and piſh- 


E-- + all the way Leu, — per he bad the 


f = 
complaiſance to keep, the worſt Part of 
the ſtory ſtill to himſelf; which was 
the reſolution he had taken of doing 
| himſelf thejuſlice, which my uncle? oby's 1 
clauſe in the marriage ſettlement, em: 
powered him; nor was it till the very 
night in which I was begot, which was 
thirteen months after, that ſhe bad che 
leaſt intimation. of his deſign z—when 
my father, happening, as you remems. | 
ber, to be a little chagrin d and « out "of | 
temper, took occaſion as they. lay 
chatting gravely in bed afterwards, talk- 
ing over what was to come, to let 


her know that the muſt accomemediate 
Herſelf as well as ſhe could to the bar- 
gain made between them in their mar- 
riage deeds; which was to lye-in of her 
next child in the N to Galdoce the 
| laft . ny ee 21354, 11 
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My father was a gentleman of many 
virtues, —but he had a ſtrong ſpice of 
that ih his temper which might, or might 
not, add to the number.— Tis known 
by the name of perſeverance in a good 
cauſe, — and of obſtinacy in a bad one: 
Of this my mother had ſo much know- 
ledge, that ſhe knew *twas to no pur- 

poſe to make any remonſtrance,—ſo ſhe 
een reſolved to fit down quietly, and 


make the moſt of 1 it. 


22 05 CHAP. XVII. 


s the point was that night agreed | 
or rather determin'd, that my mo- 


ther ſhould lye- in of me in the country, 
ſhe took her meaſures accordingly ; for 
which purpoſe, when ſhe was three days, 
or n gone with child, the be- 


2 


Pos 1 


Fogg] 


gan to caſt her eyes upon the midwife, 

whom you have fo often heard me men- 
tion; and before the week was well got 
round, as the famous Dr. Maninglam was 
not to be had, ſhe had come to a final 
determination in her mind. notwitk- 
ſtanding there was a ſcientifick operator 
within ſo near a call as eight miles of us, 
and who, moreover, had expreſsly wrote 
a five ſhillings book upon the ſubje& of 
midwifery, in which he had expoſed; 
not only the blundess of the ſiſterhood 
itſelf, but had likewiſe ſuperadded 
many curious improvements for the 
quicker extraction of the fœtus in croſs 
births, and ſome other caſes of danger 
which belay us in getting into the world 3 
notwithſtanding all this, my mother, 1 
ay, was abſolutely determined to truſt her 
life and mine with it, into no ſoul's hand 


? bur this old woman's only. Nom this 1 
56 2 : like; j 


1 1007] 

like; —when we cannot get at the very 
thing we wiſh, — never to take up 
with the next belt in degree to it; no; 
that's pitiful beyond deſcription ; it is 
no more than a week from this very day, 
in which I am now writing this book for 
the edification of the world, which, is 
March 9, 1759. — that my dear, dear 
FJenm obſerving 1 look'd a little grave, 
as ſhe ſtood cheapening a ſilk of five- and- 
twenty ſhillings a yard, — told the amer- 
cer, the was ſorry ſhe had given him ſo 
much trouble; — and immediately went 
and bought herſelf a yard-wide>ſtuff of 
ten-pence a yard. Tis the duplication 
of one and the ſame greatneſs of ſoul; 
only what leflen'd the honour. of it ſome- 

what, in my mother's caſe, was, that ſhe 
could not heroine it into ſo violent and 
hazardous an extream, as one in her 
ſituation might have wiſhed, becauſe the 


1 101 1 1 
okt midwife had really ſome little claim 
to be depended upon, —as much, at leaſt, 
as ſucceſs could give her; having, in the 
courſe of | her practice of near twenty 
years in the pariſh, brought every mo- 
ther's ſon of them into the Wor Id with 
out any one lip or accident whieh could: 
_ be laid to her account; 


Theſe facts, the? they had their 8 
yet did not altogether ſatisfy ſome fer 


ſcruples and uneaſineſſes which hung 
upon my father's ſpirits i in relation to his. 
choice —To ſay nothing of the natural 
workings of humanity and juſtice, —or o of 
the yearnings of parental. and connubial. 
love; all which. prompted him to leave 
as little to hazard as poſſible in a caſe of 
this kind; be felt himſelf concern'd 
in a particular manner, that all ſhould 
8⁰ right in the preſent eaſes m the 
5 84 . 
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accumulated ſorrow he lay open to, 


ſhould any evil betide his wife and child 


in lying · in at Shandy- Hall. He knew 
the world judged by events, and would 


add to his afflictions in ſuch a mis fortune, 


by loading him with the whole blame of 


it. Alas o day — had Mrs. Shandy, 
<« poor Gentle woman! had but her wiſh 
< in going up to town juſt to lye-in and 
«© come down again ;—which, they ſay, 


| © ſhe begg'd and pray'd for upon her 


t bare knees. and which, in my opi- 


nion, conſidering the fortune which 
« Mr. Shandy got with her, —was no ſuch 


« mighty matter to have complied with, 
< the lady and her babe might both of 
40 1 have been alive at 2 hour.“ 


This exclamation, my father knew 
| was unanſwerable ; —and yet, it was 
not merely to ſhelter himſelf.— nor was 


HT. 

it altogether for the care of his offspring 
and wife that he ſeemed ſo extremely 

anxious about this point; — my father 

had extenſive. views of things,. and 
ſtood moreover, as he thought, deeply 
concern'd in it for the publick g 

from the dread he entertained of the 
bad uſes an ill-fated inſtance might de 

put to. | 


ood, 


He was very enlible that all pole 
writers upon the ſubject had unanimouſly 
agreed and lamented, from the begin- 
ning of Queen Elizabeth's reign down 
to his own time, that the current of men 
and money towards the metropolis, ups 


on one frivolous errand or another, — 
ſet in ſo ſtrong, —as to become dange- 

rous to our civil rights; —tho', by the 
bye. —a current was not the | image he 


took moſt delight in,—a diftemper was 
G4 here 


[104 

here his favourite metaphor, and 
would run it down into a perfect allego- 
ry, by maintaining it was identically the 
ſame in the body national as in the body 
vatural, where blood and ſpirits were 
driven up into the head faſter than they 
could find their ways down; a ſtop- 
page of circulation muſt enſue, which 
was death in both caſes. 


tits g 


13 3 was little 1 he would * 
0 of loſing our liberties by French politicks 
J * or French invaſions ; 4 nor was he ſo 
much in pain of a conſumption from 
the maſs of corrupted matter and ulce- _ 
1 5 rated humours in our conſtitution.— 
= which he hoped was not ſo bad as it was 

| imagined ; but he verily feared, that 
in ſome violent puſh, we ſhould go off, 
all at once, in a ſtare-apoplexy and 

then 
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hiſtory of- this diſtemper,— ithout the | 
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% Was I an abſolute prince,” be would 
fay, pulling up his breeches with both 
his hands, as he roſe from his arm: chair, 


« ] would appoint able judges, at every 7 


* avenue of my metropolis, who ſhould 
« take cognizance of every fool's buſi- a 
* neſs who came there ;—and if, upon. : 


© a fair and candid hearing, it appeared . 


„ not of weight ſufficient to leave his 
own home, and come up, bag and 
e baggage, with his wife and children, 
« farmers ſons, Cc. Sc. at his backſide.” 
they ſhould be all ſent. back, from 

conſtable to conftable, like vagrants 
a * 


La) 


8 


* 
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| j de as they were, to the place of their le. 
= gal ſettlements. By this means I ſhall | 
< take care, that my metropolis totter'd 
dot thro' its own weight ;—that the 
3 head be no longer too big for the bo- 
1 that the extreams, now waſted 
and pin'd in, be reſtor'd to their due 
<. ſhare of nouriſhment, and regain, with 
e it, their natural ſtrength and beauty :— 
I would effectually provide, That the 
% meadows and corn- fields, of my do- 
« minions, ſhould laugh and fing;— 
<« that good chear and hoſpitality flow | 
< Triſh once more; and that ſuch weight 
8 « and influence be put thereby into the 
WW © hands of the Squirality of my king- 
= 5 dom, as ſhould counterpoiſe what 1 
i, 3 perceive my Nobility are now * i 
55 nf from them, | 


r 


* Eh — — 1 
446 * ke. 0 
8 
— — 


* * e — ͥ — 
I 4 r 7 
* 


r 
490 


SORRY fi 


Fa B A AAA nant ba > 
oF — 5.48 — — — 


4 
n » * 
l 
— 
/ 


1 10% 

% Why are there ſo few palaces and 
cc gentlemen Seats,” he would aſk, with 
{ſome emotion, as he walked a-croſs the 
room, throughout ſo many delicious 

4 provinces in France! Whence is it that 
« the few remaining Chateaus amongſt 
« them are ſodiſmantled, ſo unfurniſh- 
« ed, and in ſo ruinous and deſolate a 

e condition ? Becauſe, Sir,” (he would 

ſay) © in that kingdom no man has any 

4 country-intereſt toſupport ;  thelittle 
< intereſt of any kind, which any man 
e has any where in it, is concentrated in 
« the court, and the looks of the Grand 
« Monarch; by the ſun- ſnine of whoſe 

countenance, or the clouds which paſs 
* a-croſs it, every French man lives or 
« dies, „ 
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Another political reaſon which prompt- 
ed my father ſo ſtrongly to guard againſt 
= 5 1 
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for a ä he faid, and more, had 


- Fa} 
the leaſt evil accident in my mother's 
lying in in the country. was, That 
any ſuch inſtance would infallibly throw 


into the weaker veſſels of the gentry, in 


his own, or higher ſtations; which; 
with the many other uſurped rights 
which that part of the conſtitution was 
hourly eſtabliſhing, —would, in the end, 
prove fatal to the monarchical ſyſtem of 
domeſtick government eſtabliſhed in the 


firſt creation of things by Gd. 


In this point he was entirely of Sir 


Robert Filmer's opinion, That the plans 
and inſtitutions of the greateſt mo- 
narchies in the eaſtern parts of the world, 
were, originally, all ſtolen from that ad- 


mirable pattern and prototype of this 


houſhold and paternal power ;—which, 


hed 


£471 515 . 38 
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gradually been degenerating away into 

a mix'd. government the form of 
which, however deſirable in great com- 
binations of the ſpecies.— was very 
troubleſome in {mall ones, — and ſeldom 
produced..any 'thing, that he CY bue 
ſorrow aud confuſion. 4575 
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FA 
* 1 


— p rial theſe * 55 privateantiond; 
lick, put together, my father was for 
having the man · midwife by all means,. 
my mother by no means. My father 
beggꝰ d and intreated, ſhe would for once 
recede from her prerogative in this mat: 
ter, and ſuffer him to chooſe for her 8 
my mother, on the contrary, inſiſted up- 
on her privilege in this matter, to chooſe 
for herſelf, and have no mortal's help 
but the old woman's. What could my 
father do? He was almoſt at his wit's 
talked. it orer with her in all 
moods; 


[ 116 1 
moods placed his arguments 15 all 
1 lights; — argued the matter with her 
14 like a chriſtian, —like a heathen, —like 
a huſband, —like a father, —like a pa- 
triot, —like a man :—My mother an- 
Frered every thing only like a woman; 
which was a little hard upon her ;—for 
as ſhe could not aſſume and fight it out 
behind ſuch a variety of characters,. 
3 *twas no fair match ;—"twas ſeven to 
one. What could my mother do ?—— 
She had the advantage (otherwiſe ſhe 
had been certainly. overpowered) of a 
ſmall reinforcement of chagrine perſonal 
at the bottom which bore her up, and 
enabled her to diſpute the affair with my 
facher with ſo equal an advantage, 
that both ſides ſung Te Deum. In a 
vord, my mother was to have the old 
woman, —and the operator was to have 
licence to drink a bottle of wine with 
my 
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my father and my uncle Toby Shandy ih 

the back parlour, for which he was to 
be dons five ae, n 

I muſt beg leave, before I foi 1 this 

chapter, to enter a caveat in the brealt 

of my fair reader;—and it is this : 


Not to take it abſolutely for granted | 


from an unguarded word or two which 
I have Gro, in it, 


lation of my dear, dear Fenny,—with 


ſome other ſtrokes of conjugal know- 
ledge, interſperſed. here and there, might, 
naturally enough, have miſſed the moſt 
candid judge in the 1 into ſuch 2 


All I plead 


determination again 


for, in this caſe, Madam, i is ſtrict juſtice, 


and that you do ſo much of it, to me as 


well as to yourſelf, —as not to prejudge 
or receive ſuch an impreſſion of me, till 
185 8 | vou 


-< That I am a 
married man.” —I own Se tender appel- 3 
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Nou have better evidence, than A am 
poſitive, at preſent, c can be produced 
againſt me Not that I can be ſo vain 
or unreaſonable, Madam, as to deſire 
you ſhould therefore think, that my dear, 
dear Jenny l is my kept miſtreſs; no,. — 

that would be flattering my character; in 


| the other extream, and giving i it an air 


of freedom, which, perhaps, it has no 
kind of right to. All I contend for, i is 
the 1 utter impoſſibility for ſome volumes 
that you, or the moſt penetrating ſpirit 
upon earth, ſhould know how this mat- 
ter really ſtands. ok is not impoſſible, 
but that my dear, dear Jenny ! tender as 
the appellation ; is, may be1 my child. 
Conſider,—1 was born in the year eigh- 
teen, —Nor 3 is there any thing unnatural 


or extravagant in the ſuppoſition, tha ar 


my dear Jenny may be my | friend. — 
F riend N friend. —Surely, Madam, 
a Wille e 3 


wo 
\ is, 


IX» 
[94 
a friendſhip between the two ſexes may 
ſubſiſt, and be ſupported without——— 
Fy! Mr. Shandy :— Without any thing, 
Madam, but that tender and delicious 


* 


ſentiment, which ever mixes in friend- 
ſhip, where there is a difference of ſex. 
Let me intreat you to ſtudy the pure 
and ſentimental parts of the beſt French 
Romances; —— lt will really, Madam, 
aſtoniſh you to ſee with what a variety 

of chaſte expreſſion this delicious ſenti- 
ment, which I haye the honour to ſpeak 
of, is dreſs'd out. | 


c H 1 1 25 
Would ſooner undertake to explain | 
the hardeſt problem in Geometry, 
thas pretend to account for it, that a 
gentleman of my father's great good 
Yor. I. ,  a_ 
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1 
ſenſe.— knowing, as the reader muſt 
have obſerved him, and curious too, in 


philoſophy,—wiſe alſo in political rea- 


ſoning,—and in polemical (as he will 
find) no way ignorant,—could be capa- 
ble of entertaining a notion in his head, 


ſo out of the common track,—that I fear 
the reader; when I come to mention it to 
him, if heis the leaſt of a cholerick tem- 
per, will immediately throw the book by; 


if mercurial, he will laugh moſt heartily 
at it aud if he i is of a grave and fa- 


turnine caſt, he will, at firſt ſight, abſo- 


lutely 'condemn as fanciful and extrava- 


gant; and that was in reſpect to the 


choice and impoſition of Chriſtian names, 
on which he thought a great deal more 
depended than what ſuperlicial minds 


were capable of conceiving. 


His 


Ens 
His opinion, in this matter, was, That 
there was a ſtrange kind of magick bias, 
which good or bad names, as he called 
them, irreſiſtibly impreſs'd upon our cha- 
racters and conduct. 


The Hero cf Cervantes argued not the 
nor had 
or more to ſay on the 


point with more ſeriouſneſs, 
he more faith, 


powers of Necromancy in diſhonouring 
| his deeds, or on DuLeix EA's name, in 
ſhedding luſtre upon them, than my 
father had on thoſe of TRISMEOISTVUS or 
 ARCHIMEDES, on the one hand,—or of 


Nyxy and Sixxkix on the other, How 
many CARS and Pour vs, he would 


ſay, by mere inſpiration of the names, 
have been render d worthy of them? 


And how many, he would add, are there 


who might have done exceeding well! in 


5 the world, had not their characters and 
H 2. 1 hs 


| 


| 11061 "1 
ſpirits been totally depreſs'd and Nico- 
DEMUS'D into nothing. 
I ſee plainly, Sir, by your looks, (or 

as the caſe happen'd) my father would 
ſay.— that you do not heartily ſubſcribe 
to this opinion of mine, - which, to thoſe, 
he would add, who have not carefully 
ſifted it to the bottom, —I own has an 
air more of fancy than of ſolid reaſoning 5 
in it and yet, my dear Sir, if I may 
preſume to know your character, I am 
morally aſſured, I ſhould hazard little in 
ſtating a caſe to you,—not as a party in 
the diſpute, — but as a judge, and truſt- 
ing my appeal upon it to your own good 
ſenſe and candid diſquiſition in this mat- 
ter ;——you are a perſon free from as 
many narrow prejudices of education as 
moſt men; —and, if I may preſume to 
Penetrate further into you, — - of a libe- 
bes 1 
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rality of genius above bearing down an 
opinion, merely becauſe it wants friends. 
Your ſon your dear ſon, from whoſe - 
ſweet and open temper you have ſo much 
to expect.— Vour BILL, Sir !—would 
you, for the world, have called him 
Jop as? Would you, my dear Sir, he 
would ſay, laying his hand upon your 
breaſt, with the genteeleſt addreſs, —and 
in that ſoft and irreſiſtible piano of voice, 
which the nature of the argumentum ad 
bominem abſolutely requires, — Would 
you, Sir, if a Jew of a godfather had 
propoſed the name for your child, and - 
offered you his purſe along with it, would 
you have conſented to ſuch a deſecration 
of him ? O my God! he would ſay, 
looking up, if I know your temper right, 
Sir,—you are incapable of it ; —— you 
would have trampled upon the offer z— 

=o | you. 


1 83 
you would have thrown the temptation 
at the tempter's head with abhorrence. 


Tour greatneſs of mind in this action, 
- which I admire, with that generous con - 
tempt.of money which you ſhew me in 
the whole tranſaction, is really noble ;— - 
and what renders it more ſo, is the * 
ciple of it; — the workings of a parent's· 
love upon the truth and conviction of 
this very hypotheſis, namely, That was 
your. ſon called Jupas,—the ſordid and 
treacherous idea, ſo inſeparable from the 
name, would have accompanied him 
thro? life like this ſhadow, and, in the 
end, made a miſer and a raſcal of him, 
in ſpight, Sir, of your example. 
I never knew a man able to anſwer 
this argument. But, indeed, to ſpeak | 
of my father as he was; — he was cer- 
tainly 


Ix 119 1 

tainly irreſiſtible, both in his orations d 
diſputations ;—he was born an orator; 
Otodid au. Perſuaſion hung upon his 
lips, and the elements of Logick and 
Rhetorick were ſo blended np in him,. 
and, withall, he had fo ſhrewd gueſs at 
the weakneſſes and Paſſions | of his re- 
ſpondeat, that Na ruxx might haye 
ſtood up, and ſaid,— . This man is elo- 
quent.” In ſhort, whether he was on 
the weak or the ſtrong ſide of the que- 
ſion, twas hazardous in either caſe to 
attack him :—And yet, *tis ſtrange, he 
had never read Cicero nor Quintilian de 
Oratore, nor Ifecrates, nor Ariſtotle, nor 
 Longinus amongſt the antients nor 
Vaſſius, nor Skioppius, nor Ramus, nor 
Farnaby amongſt the moderns == and 
what is more aſtoniſhing, he had never in 
his whole life the leaſt light or ſpark of 
e {truck into his mind ,byonefingle : 
| „ EE lecture 


lecture upon Crackenthorp or Burgerſdi. 
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cius, or any Dutch logician or commenta- 
ror ;—he knew not ſo much as in what 


the difference of an argument ad igno- 
rantiam, and an argument ad hominem 
conſiſted; ſo that I well remember, when 


he went up along with me-to enter my 


name at Feſus College in „it was 
a matter of juſt wonder with my worthy 


tutor, and two or three fellows of that 
learned ſociety,—that a man who knew 
not ſo much as the names of his tools, 


' ſhould be able to work after that faſhion 
with 'em. oe 


To work with them in the beſt man- | 
ner he could, was what my father was, 
however, perpetually forced upon ;— 


| for he had a thouſand little ſceptical no- 
tions of the comick kind to defend, — 


moſt of which notions, I verily. believe, 


[1211 
at firſt enter d upon the footing of mere 
whims, and of a vive la Bagatelle; and as 
ſuch he would make merry with them for 
half an hour or ſo, and having ſharpen'd 
his wit upon *em, diſmiſs them till a an- 
other day. 


I mention this, not only as matter of 
hypotheſis or conjecture upon the pro- 
greſs and eſtabliſhment of my father's 
many odd opinions, but as a warning to 
the learned reader againſt the indiſcreet 
reception of ſuch gueſts, who, after a 
free and undiſturbed enterance, for ſome 
years, into our brains, —at length claim 
a kind of ſettlement there. working 
ſometimes like yeaſt; but more gene- 
rally after the manner of the gentle paſ- 
ſion, beginning in jeſt, — but ending in 
downright earneſt, 


\ 
\ 
\ 


5 1 Whether 
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Whether this was the caſe of the ſin 
gulacity of my father's notions,—or that 
his judgment, at length, became the 
dupe of his wit; —or how far, in many 
af his notions, he might, tho? odd, be 
abſolutely right;: the reader, as he 
comes at them, ſhall decide. All that 
1 maintain here, is, that in this one, of 

the influence of Chriſtian names, how- 

ever it gain'd footing, he was ſerious ;— 

he was all uniformity he was end 
tical, and, like all ſyſtematick reaſoners, 
"he would move both heaven and earth, 
and twiſt and torture every thing in na- 
ture to ſupport his hypotheſis. In a 
© word, 1 repeat it over again; — he was 
ſerious ;—and, in conſequence of 1 it, he 
would loſe all kind of patience whenever 
he ſaw people, eſpecially of condition, 
” who ſhould have known better, —a 
- careleſs and as indifferent about the name 
they 
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they im poſed upon their child, or more 
ſo, than in the choice of ente or Cupie 
for their puppy dog. EI 


This, he wok ſay, lock'd il 1 
had, moreover, this particular aggrava- 
tion in it, viz. That when once a vile 
name was wrongfully or injudiciouſly 
given, *twas not like the caſe of a man's 
character, which, when wrong'd, might 
hereafter be clear'd ; and, poſlibly, 
| ſometime or other, if not in the man's life, 
at leaſt after his death, — be, ſomehow 
or other, ſet to rights with the world: 
But the injury of this, he would fay, 
could never be undone;—nay, he doubt- 
ed even whether an act of parliament 
could reach it: He knew as well as 
you, that the legiſlature aſſum'd a power | 
over ſurnames; — but for very ſtrong 
reaſons, which he could give, it had ne- 
ver 
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ver yet adventured, he would 2 80 to 190 


a ſtep further. 


It was obſervable, that tho my father, 


in n conſequence of this opinion, had, as 


have told you, the ſtrongeſt likings and 
diſlikings towards certain names ;—thar 
there were til] numbers. of names which 
hung ſo equally in the balance before 
him, that they were abſolutely indifferent 


to him. Jack, Dick, and Tom were of 
this claſs: Theſe my father call'd neutral 
names ;—affirming of them, without a 


ſatyr, That there had been as many 


knaves and fools, at leaſt, as wiſe and 


good men, fince the world began, who 


had indifferently borne them; — ſo that, 
like equal forces acting againſt each other 
in contrary directions, he thought they 


mutually deſtroyed each others effects; 
for which reaſon, he would often declare, 


He 


1 _—  - 

He would not give a cherry- lone to 
chooſe amongſt them. Bob, which was 
my brother's name, was another of theſe 
neutral kinds of Chriſtian names, which 

operated very little either way; and as 
my father happen ' d to be at Epſom, when 
it was given him, —he would oft times 
thank heaven it was no worſe. Andrew 
was ſomething like a negative quantity 
in Algebra with him ;—twas worſe, he 
ſaid, than nothing. —William ſtood pret- 
ty high t=———NumPs : again was low with 
him;—and Nick, he ſaid, was the DeviL. 


But, of all the names in the univerſe, 
he had the moſt unconquerable averſion 
for TrisTRAMz—he had the loweſt and 
moſt contemptible opinion. of it of any 
thing in the world, thinking it could 
poſſibly produce nothin gin rerum naturd, 
but what was. extreamly mean and piti- 

4 | _ 


he had ever remember d, 


"a 5 1 
gal: $6 that in the midſt of a diſpute 
vn the ſubject, in which, by the bye, he 
was frequently involved, -——he would 


ſometimes break off in a ſudden and ſpi- 


rited EPIPTHO VEM, or rather ERorEs!sò, 


raiſed: a third, and ſometimes a full fifth, 


above the key of the diſcourſe, —and 
demand it categorically of his antagoniſt, 
Whether he would take upon him to ſay, 


Rad ever read, — or even whether he had 


c ver heard tell of a man, call'd Triſran, 


cording *—No—, he would ſay,— TRI. 


STRAM !—The thing is impoſſible. =. 


What could be wanting in my father 
but to have wrote a book to publiſh this 
notion of his to the world? Little boots 
it to the ſubtle ſpeculatiſt to ſtand ſingle 
in his opinions,—unlefs he gives them 

„ 8 _ prope 
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proper vent: At was the identical ching 
which my father did; — for in the year 
ſixteen, which was two years before I was. 
born, he was at the pains of writing an 
expreſs DrssERTAT ION ſimply upon the 
word Triſtram,.— ſhewing the world, with 
great candour and modeſty, the grounds 
of his . abhorrenoe to „be name. 


When this 3 is 3 WR the 
title: page. Will not the gentle reader 
pity my father from his ſoul ? to ſee an 
orderly and well-diſpoſed gentleman, who. 
tho' ſingular, yet inoffenſive in his no- 
tions, — ſo played upon in them by croſs 
propoſes; to look down upon the 
ſtage, and fee him baffled and over - 
thrown in all his little ſyſtems and wiſnes; 
to behold a train of events perpetually 
falling out againſt him, and in ſo critical 
and cruel a way, as if they had purpoſed- 
wo” 5 5 Iy 


Ls) 
1y been plann'd and pointed againſt him, 
merely to inſult his ſpeculations. In 
a word, to behold ſuch a one, in his old 
age, ill- fitted for troubles, ten times in 
a day ſuffering ſorrow z—ten times in a If 
day calling the child of his prayers TRI. 
STRAM! Melancholy diſſyllable of 
ſound ! which, to his ears, was uniſon | 
to Nicompoep, and every name vitupera- Wl 
tive under heaven. By his aſhes! I 
ſwear it,—if ever malignant ſpirit took 
pleaſure, or buſied itſelf in traverſing the 
purpoſes of mortal man, — it muſt have 
been here; and if it was not neceſſary I 
ſhould be born before I was chriſtened, 
- I would this moment give the reader an 
account of it. 
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How could you, Madam, be 
ſo inattentive in reading the laſt chapter ? 
told you in it, That my mother was not a 


| papiſt, —Papiſt I You told me no ſuch 
thing, Sir. Madam, I beg leave to re- 


peat it over again, That I told you as 
plain, at leaſt; as words, by direct infer- 
ence, could tell you ſuch! a thing —Then, 
Sir, Imuſt have miſs'd a page. No, Ma- 
dam, —you have not mif#d a word. 
Then I was aſleep, Sir,. My pride, Ma- 
dam, cannot allow you that refuge.- 
Then, I declare, I'know nothing at all 
about the matter. That, Madam, is the 
very fault 1 lay to your charge; and as. 
a puniſhment for it, I do inſiſt upon it, 
that you immediately turn back, that is, 
as ſoon as you get-to the next full ſtop, 


and read the whole chapter over again. 
WEE. 5 I 
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I have impoſed this penance upon the 
ves neither out of wamonneſs or cruelty, 
but from the beſt oi motives; and there- 
fore ſhall make her no apology. for it 
when ſhe returns back: — Tis © rebuke 
a vicious taſte which has crept into thou- 
ſands beſides herſelf, —of read ing! ſtraight 
forwards, more in .queſt of the adven- 
| tures, than of the deep erudition and 
knowledge which a book of this caſt, if 
read over as it ſhould be, would infalli- 
bly impart with them. The mind 
ſhould be accuſtomed to make wiſe re- 
fledtions, and draw curious concluſions 
as it goes along ; the habitude of which 
made Pliny the younger affirm, «© That 
he never read a book {o bad, but he 
drew ſome profit from . The ſtories 
| of Greece and Rome, run over without this 
turn and application, —do leſs ſervice, I 
affirm it, than the hiſtory of Pari/mus and 


1131 1 = 
FE Pariſmenus, or of the Seven Chal ; jon! ; 
of England, read with ir. 
hut here comes my fair Lady; | 
Have you read over again the chapter, 
Madam, as I defired you ?—You have: 
And did you not obſerve the paſſage, = 
upon the ſecond reading, which admits 
the Inference Not a Word like ir! 
Then, Madam, be pleaſed to ponder well 
the laſt line but one of the chapter, where | 
I take upon me to ſay, It was neceſſary 
I ſhould be born before I was chriſten d. 
Had my mother, Madam, been a Papiſt, 
that conſequence did not follow 


7 The Romifh Rituals direct the bapiining of the 
chi d, in caſes of danger, before it is born bat 
upon this proviſo, That ſome part or other of the 
child's body be ſeen by the baptizer: But the 
Doctors of the Sorbonne, by a deliberation held 


— them, April 10, 1733,— have 2 the 
; powers 


1.132 . 


I is a terrible mis fortune for this fame 


book of mine, but more ſo to the Re- 


publick of Letters; — ſo that my own 
is quite ſwallowed up in the conſidera- 
tion of ir, —that this ſelf. ſame vile pruri- 
ency for freſh adventures in all things, has 
has got ſo ſtrongly into our habit and 
humours,—and ſo wholly i intent are we 
upon ſatisfying the impatience of our 
concupiſcence that way,—that nothing 

. 0 <5 
powers of the mid wives, by 2 
tho' no part of the child's body ſhould appear. 
that baptiſm ſhall, nevertheleſs, be adminiſtered to 


it by injection, —par le moyen 4 unt phtite Canulle.— 9 
Anglice a ſquirt.—'Tis very ſtrange that St. The 


mas Aquinas, who had ſo good à mechanical head, 


both for tying and untying the knots of ſghool di- 

- vinity,—ſhould, after ſo much pains beſtowed upon 
this, — give up the point at laſt, as a ſecond La cboſ⸗ 
_ impoſſible, —© Infantes in maternis uteris _ 
| (quoth St. Thomas) baptizari hl null nel. 
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but the groſs and more. carnal parts of a 
compolition will g⁰ down The ſubtle 
hints and ſly communications of ſcience 
fly off, like ſpirits, upwards ;—— ths 
heavy moral eſcapes downwards; and 
both the one and the other are as much 
loft to the world, as if they were ſtill left 
in the bottom of the ink. horn. | 


1 wiſh the male bender has not t paſtd 
by many a one, as quaint and curious as 


this one, in which the female - reader has 
been detected. I wiſh it may have its 
effects; —and that all good people, both 

male and female, from her example, men 5 
be uugbe to chink as well n. 


75 Dy OY pe M- 


ws + \ 


If the reader has the curioſity to ſee Gees | 
upon baptiſm, by injection, as preſented to the Doc- 
tors of the Sorbonne, with their conſultation chera- | 
upon, it is as follows. es 


r 
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Mu orx x preſents 3-Mefſi jeurs es 
Docteurs de SORBONNE . 


TN Chirurgien Accoucheur, repreſente a 
Me Meurs les Docteurs de Sorbonne, 
qu 11 y a des cas, guoigue Ires rares, ou une 
mere ne ſcauroit accoucher, mme cn 


 Penfant eft tellement renfermẽ dans le ſein 


de ſa mere, qu il ne fait faroltre aucune 
partie de fon corps, ce qui ſeroit un cas, ſui- 
vant les Rituels, de lui conftrer, du moins 


ſous condition, le baptime. Le Cbirurgien, 


gui conſulte, pretend, par le moyen d'une 
r canulle, de pouvoir baptiſer imme- 
datement Penfant, ſans faire aucun tort à 
la mere. I demand i ce moyen, qu'il 
vient de propoſer, eſt permis. S legitime, et 
Fil peut 5 en ſervir dans Ie cas . il vient 


41 expoſe. 


R E. 
» + Vide Deventer Paris Kdir, 4to, 1 44. p. 366. 


861 
REPONSE. The. 


E Conſeil ine, he la * PEA 
Daulfre de grandes diffieultes, Les Thi: 
logiens poſent d um cots pour principe, ques 
le baptime, qui eft une naiſſance ſpirituelle, 
ſuppoſe une premiere naiſſance; il faut tire Pr. 
dans le monde, pour renditre en Jeſus Chriſt, 
comme ils Lenſeignent. S. Thomas, 3 part. 
quæſt. 88. artic. 11. ſuit cette defiring | 
comme une veriti conſtante; Fon ne peut, 
dit ce 2 Docteur, baptiſer les enfans qui ſont 
renfermts dans le ſein de leurs Meres, et S. 
Thomas / ende ſur ce, que les enfans ne 
Jout point nis, & ne peuvent etre comptts 
parmi les autres bommes; doù il conclud, 
du ils ne peuvent lere Pobjeft q une action 
exttricure, pour recevoir Par leur minſire, 
ks facremens neciſaires au ſalut * Pueri in 
maternis uteris exiſtentes nondum pro- 
| =M 4 eb:  Jietunt 


* I? | 
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dierant i in lucem ut cum aliis hominibug 


vitam ducant; unde non poſſunt ſubjici 


actioni humane, ut per eorum miniſte- 


rium ſacramenta recipiant ad ſalutem. 
Les rituels ordonnent dans la pratique ce que 


les thiologiens ont etabli ſur les memes ma- 
 treres, & ils deſfendent tous. une maniirs 
 wniforme de baptiſer les enfans qui ſont ren- 


fermes dans le ſein de leurs meres, Sils ne 


font partitre quelque partie de læurs corps. 


Le concours des theologiens, & des rituell, 
gui | ſont les regles des diocéſes, pardit former 


une autoriit qui termine la queſtion preſente; 


cependant le conſeil de conſcience conſiderant 


Fun cote, que le raiſonnement des theologiens 
et uniquement fondi fur une raiſon de con- 
venance, E que la deſfenſe des rituels, ſuppoſe 
gue Pon ne peut baptiſer immediatement les 
 enfans ainſi refermts dans le'ſein de leurs 
 Meres, ce qui eft contre la ſuppoſition preſente; 
& Tun autre cit, confiderant que les nimes 


theo- 
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thiologiens enſeignent, que Von peut rilguer. 
les Jacremensque. Jeſus Chriſt a etablis comme” 


des moyens faciles, mais niciſaires pour. 
| ſanffiifier les. bommes; & & ailleurs eſti mant, 
gue les enfans. renfermss dans le  ſein.de leurs 
meres, pourroient itre capables de ſalut. 
parcequ ils ſont capables de damnation ;— — 8 
pour ces conſiderations, & en tgard d Ver- 
poſe, ſutvant lequel on aſſure: avoir trouvs 
un moyen certain de baptiſer ces enfans ainfe 
renfermts, ſans faire aucun tort d la mere, | 
le Conſeil eftimt quel on pourroit ſe ſenvir du 
moyen propoſe, dans la. conſiance qu'il a, que I 
Dieu n'a point laiſſe ces ſortes A enfans 
ſans aucuns ſecours, & Juppoſant, comme 
il oft expoſe, que le moyen dant il Sagit ef 
Propre d leur procurer le baptime; cependant 
comme i Sagiroit, en autoriſant la pratique 
Propoſee, de changer une regle univerſellement 
.Hlablie, le Conſeil croit que celui qui conſulte 
doit c addręſſer d ſon evique, &. d gui il ap- . 
Partien | 


\ 
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partient de juger de | utilith, & du 


du moyen propoſe, & comme, ſous tt bis 


plaifr de J evique, le conſeil time qu'il fau- 
droit recourir au Pape, qui a le droit Pex. 
pliguer les regles de Pegliſe, et # y deroger 
dans le cas, ou la lei ne ſcauroit obliger, quel. 
que ſage & quelque utile que paroiſſe la manitre 
de baptiſer dont il Sagit, le conſeil ne pourroit 
Papprouver ſans le concours de ces deux auto- 


rites. Onconſeile au moins celui qui couſulte, 


de c addreſſer d ſon evẽgue, & de lui faire part 
de la preſent dicifion, afin que, i le prelat 
entre dans les raifons ſur leſquelles les dofteurs 


| ſouſngnts ®appuyent ,il puiſſe ttreautoriſt dans 


le cas de niceffite, ou il riſquerait trop dat. 
tendre que la permiſſion füt demandie & ac- 
cordte d employer le moyen qu il propeſe 1 


| avantageus au ſalut de Penfant. Au reſt 


22 conſei, en eftimant que Pon dere en 
ſer vir crott cependant, que /i les enfans dont 


15 git, uenoint au monde, contre Pefperance 
| 4e 
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de ceux qui ſe ſeroient ſervis du mme moyen 
il ſeroit neriſſaire de les baptifer ſous condi- 
tion, & en cela le conſeil ſe conforme 2 tous 
Ls rituels, gui en autoriſant le baptime dun 
enfant qui fait paroitre quelque partie de ſon 
corps, enjoignent neantmoins, & ordonnent de 
le haptiſer ſous condition, Fu vient bau- 
eu n an monde. 


# 


2 


Dakbess en FR RE le 10 S 1793 | 


A. Lz. Monz, 
L. Dr Rouronv, 
D MarcilLy. 


Mr. Triſtram Shandy's compliments to 
Meſſrs. Le Moyne, De Romigny, and De 
Marcilly, hopes they all reſted well the 
vigbt after fo tireſome a conſultation. 
He begs to know, whether, after the ce: 
remony of marr lage, and before that of 
5 | ; CON- 
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-conſummation, the baptizing all the Ho- 
MUNCULI at once, ſlap-daſh, by injection, 


would not be a ſhorter and ſafer cut ſtill; 


on condition, as above, That if the Ho- 
MUNCULI do well and come ſafe i into the 
* world after this, That each and every of 


them ſhall be baptized again ( ſous con- 
dition.) And provided, in the ſecond I 
place, That the thing can be done, 


which Mr. Shandy / apprehends It may, 


par le moyen d'une petit canulle, and 
ſans faire aucun tort a la mere. 


' 


- * 
* 


— 


CHAP. XX. 


I wonder what's all that noiſe, 


and running backwards and forwards 
fer, above ſtairs, quoth my father, ad- 
dreſſing -himſelf, after an hour and a 
half 's ſilence, to my uncle 7 oby,——who 

you 
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you-muſt know, was ſitting on the op- 
poſite ſide of che fire, ſmoking his'ſociaF 
pipe all the time, in mute contemplation 
of a new pair of black-pluſh-breeches 
which he had got on; What can 3 
be doing brother ?- quoth my father. 
ve can ſcarce hear ourſelves talk. 


I think,.replied my uncle Toby, taking 
his pipe from his mouth, and ſtriking 
the head of it two or three times upon 
the nail. of his left thumb, as he began 

his ſentence, I think, fays he: 
But to enter rightly i into my uncle Toby's 
| ſentiments upon this. matter, you muſt 
be made to enter firſt a little into his 


character, the out-lines of which I ſhall 


Juſt give you, and then the dialogue be- 
tween him and my father will 8⁰ on as 
well again. 


-4 
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Pray what was that man's name, 
for I write in ſuch a hurry, I have no 
time to recollect or look for it. who 
firſt made the obſervation, That there 
was great inconſtancy in our air and cli- 
mate?” Whoever he was, twas a juſt 
and good obſervation in him. But the 
corollary drawn from it, namely, That 
it is this which has furniſhed us with 
ſuch a variety of odd and whimſi cal cha- 
racters; '— that was not his; —it was 
found out by another man, at leaſt a 
century and a half after him: Then 
again, — that this copious ſtore-houſe of 
original materials, is the true and natural 
cauſe that our Comedies are ſo much bet- 
ter than thoſe of France, or any others that 


either have, or can be wrote upon = 


Continent. that diſcovery was not 
fully made till about the middle of king 
_ William's reign, - when the great Dryden, 
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in writing one of his long prefaces, (if I 
miſtake not) moſt fortunately hit upon 
Indeed towards the latter end of 
queen Anne, the great Aadiſon began to 
patronize the notion, and more fully ex- 
plained it to the world in one or two of 
his Spectators; — but the diſcovery was 
not his. Then, fourthly and laſtly, that 
this ſtrange irregularity in our climate, 
producing fo ſtrange an irregularity in 
our characters, — doth thereby, 7” 
ſome ſort, make vs amends, by giving us 
ſomewhat to make us-merry with when 
the weather will not ſuffer us to go out 
of doors, that obſervation is my own; 
and was ſtruck out by me this very rainy 
day, March 26, 1759, and betwixt the 
hours of nine and ten in the morning. 
| _” 
Thus — my fellow · labourers and 
aſſociates in this great harveſt of our 
4 X 


Ta ning, now ripening before our eyes; : 
thus it is, by ſlow ſteps of caſual increaſe; 
that our knowledge phyſical, metaphy- 
- fleal, phyſiological; polemical, nautical, 

mathematical, ænigmatieal, technical, 

| biographical; romantical, chemical, and 

obſtetrical, with fifty other branches of it; 
| {moſt of em ending, as theſe do, in ical) 
4 ve, for theſe two laſt centuries and 
more, gradually be 1 creeping upwards 
towards that Ain * their perfections, 
from which; if we may form a conjecture 
from the advances of theſe laſt ſeven 
_ we cannot menen far off. 


| Wben chat e it is to he wget; 8 
it · will put an end to all Kind of writings 
whatſoever ;—the want of all kind of 
writing will put an end to all kind of 
| reading and that in time, As war be- 
. e W peace, —muſt, in 
| | courſe, 
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courſe, put an end to all Kind ae 
ledge,.—and then — we ſhall have * bs 
to begin over again; or, in other words, 


be exactly where we ſtarted. * 


Happy! thrice happy Times! 
I only wiſh that the æra of my begtting, 


as well as the mode and manner of it, 
had been a little alter'd, Vor that! it could 


have been put off with any convenience 
to my father or mother, for ſome twenty 


or five · and· twenty years longer, when a 


man in the n world might have 
ſtood ſome chance.- — 


4 


But I forget my gk 7 aby, whom all 
this while we have left knocking the 


aſhes out of his tobacco pipe. 


1 humour was of that particular 
ſpecies, which does honour to our atmo» 


Vor. I. ä | ſphere; 5 
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ſphere; and I ſhould have made no ſeru- 
ple of ranking him amongſt one of the 
firſt-rate productions of it, had not there 
appear'd too many ftrong lines in it of a 
family-likeneſs, which ſhewed that he 
derived the ſingularity of his temper - 


more from blood, than either wind or 
water, or any modifications or combina- 
tions of them whatever: And I have, 


therefore, oft times wondered, that my 


father, tho? I believe he had his reaſons 


for it, upon. his obſerving ſome tokens. 


of excentricity in my courſe when I was 
a boy, —ſhould never once endeavour to 
account for them in this way ; for all the 


Saandy FAMILY were of an original 
character throughout ;——I mean the 


males, — the females had no character at 
all, — except, indeed, my great aunt Di- 
NAH, who, about ſixty years ago, was 
- married and. got with child by the coach- 
man, 
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man, for which my father, according to 
his hypotheſis of Chriſtian names, would 
often ſay, She might thank her ol | 


thers and Sodtnothers. TE 

It will eim very ſtrange, and 1 
would as ſoon think of dropping a riddle 
in the reader's way, which is not my in- 
tereſt to do, as ſet him upon gueſſing 


how it could come to paſs, that an event 


of this kind, ſo many years after it had 
happened, ſhould be reſerved for the in- 
terruption of the peace and unity, which 


otherwiſe ſo cordially ſubſiſted, between 


my father and my uncle Toby. One 
would have thought, that the whole 
force of the misfortune ſhould have 
ſpent and waſted itſelf in the family at 
firſt, —as is generally the caſe: ut no- 


thing ever wrouglit with our family af- 


ury {he ordinary way. Poſſibly at the 
K 1 very 
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very time this happened, it might have 


ſomething elſe to afflict it; and as afflic- 


tions are ſent down for our good, and 

that as this had never done the SHanby 
FAMILY any good at all, it might lye 
waiting till apt times and circumſtances 
ſnould give it an opportunity to diſcharge 
its office. Obſerve, I determine 


nothing upon this. My way is 
ever to point out to the curious, differ- 
ent tracts of inveſtigation, to come at 


the firſt ſprings of the events I tell;— 
not with a pedantic Fe/cue,—or in the 


deciſive Manner of Tacitus, who outwits 
himſelf and his reader ;—but with the 
officious humility of a heart devoted to 


the aſſiſtance merely of the inquiſitive ;— 
to them | write. and by them I ſhall 
be read, —if- any ſuch reading as this 


could be ſuppoſed to hold out fo long, 


to the very end of the world, _ 
Why 


[ 149 1 
Why this cauſe of ſorrow, therefore, 


was thus reſerved for my father and un- 
cle, is undetermined by me. But how- 
and in what direction it exerted itſelf, ſo 


as to become the cauſe of diſſatisfaction 
between them, after it began to operate, 
is what I am able to explain with great 
exactneſs, and is as follows: 


My uncle Tonr SHanDy, Madam, | 


was a gentleman, who, with the virtues 


\ which uſually conſtitute the character of 


a man of honour and rectitude, - poſſeſ- 
ſed one in a very eminent degree, which 


is ſeldom or never put into the catalogue; 
and that was a moſt extream and unpa- 


rallePd modeſty of nature ;—_tho? I 


correct the word nature, for this reaſon, 


that I may not prejudge a point which 
muſt ſhortly come to a hearing; and that 


18, Whether this modeſty of his was na- 
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tural or - acquir'd. —— Which ever 
way my uncle Toby came by it, tas 
nevertheleſs. modeſty in the trueſt ſenſe 
of i it; and that is, Madam, not in regard 
to words, for he was ſo unhappy as to 
have very little choice in them, —but to 
things; and this kind of modeſty fo 
poſſeſs d him, and it aroſe to ſuch a 
Height in him, as almoſt to equal, if 
7 ſuch a thing could be, even the modeſty 
of a woman: That female nicety, Ma- 
dam, and inward cleanlineſs of mind and 
fancy, in your ſex, which makes you ſo 
much che. awe of ours. 


* will = Madam, that my 
uncle Teby had contracted all this from 
this very ſource; — that he had ſpent a 

great part of his time in converſe with 
vaur ſcx; and that, from a thorough 
| knowledge of you, and the force of imita- 
tion 


. 


* 


LIST] 

tion which ſuch fair examples render i ir- 
reſiſtable,—he had acquired this amiable 
turn of mind. 


I wiſh I could ay W unleſs it 
was with his ſiſter-in-law, my father 8 
wife and my mother, — my uncle 7 "by 
| ſcarce exchanged three words with the 


ſex in as many years z————o, he got it, 
| Madam, by a blow, —A. blow 1—Yes, 
Madam, it was owing to a blow from a 
ſtone, broke off by a ball from the para- 
pet of a horn- work at the ſiege of Namur, 
vhich ſtruck full upon my uncle Toby's 
groin, —Which way could that effect it? 
The ſtory of that, Madam, is long and 
intereſting; but it would be running | 
my hiſtory all upon heaps to give it you 
here. Tis for an epiſode hereafter ; 
and every circumſtance relating to it in 
its 5 place, ſhall be faithfully lais _. 
EE * *” 7 before 


„„ 
beſore you: Till then, it is not in my 
power to give further light into this 
matter, or ſay more than what I have 
ſaid already. That my uncle Toby was 
a gentleman of unparallel'd modeſty, 
which happening to be ſomewhat ſub- 
tilized and rarified by the conſtant heat 
of a little family-pride,——they both ſo 
wrought together within him, that he 
could never bear to hear the affair of my 
aunt Dinan touch'd upon, but with the 
. greateſt emotion. The leaſt hint of it 
was enough to make the blood fly into 
his face;—but when my father enlarged 
upon the ſtory in mixed companies, 
which the illuſtration of his hypotheſis 
1 frequently obliged him to do, the un- 
fortunate blight of one of the faireſt 
branches of the family, would ſet my 
uncle 7. oby's honour and modeſty « o bleed- 
ing; and he would often take my fa- 
ther 


1 253 ] 
ther aſide, in the greateſt concern imas 
ginable, to expoſtulate and tell him, he 
would give him any thing in the world, - 
only to let the ſtory reſt. | 7 


My father, I believe, had the trueſt 
love and tenderneſs for my uncle Toby, 
that ever one brother bore towards ano- 
ther, and would have done any thing in 
nature, which one brother in reaſon could 
have deſfir'd of another, to have made my 
uncle Toby's heart eaſy in this, or any o- 

ther point. But this lay out of his power. 
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My father, as I told you, was a 
philoſopher in grain, — ſpeculative, — 
ſyſtematical and my aunt Dinab's af- 
fair was a matter of as much conſequence 

to him, as the retrogradation of the pla- 
nets to Copernicus :. The backſlidings of 
Venus in her orbit fortified the Copernican 

: ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem, call'd ſo after his name; and the 
backflidings of my aunt Dinab in her or- 
bit, did the ſame ſervice i in eſtabliſhing 
my father's ſyſtem, which, I truſt, will 
for ever hereafter be call'd the Shandean 


Syſtem, after his. _ 


In any other family diſhonour, my fa- 
ther, I believe, had as nice a ſenſe of 
| ſhame as any man whatever ; and 
neither he, nor, I dare ſay, Copernicus, 
would have divulged the affair in either 


caſe, or have taken the leaſt notice of it 
to the world, but for the obligations 

they owed, as they thought, to truth.— 
Amicus Plato, my father would ſay, con- 


ſtruing the words to my, uncle Toby, as 
he went along, Amicus Plato; that is, 


Dix AE was my aunt ; —/ed magis amica 
veritas 


but TruTE i n ſiſter. 


e This 


Han 
This contrariety of humours betwixt 
my father and my uncle, was the ſource 
of many a fraternal ſquabble. The one 
could not bear to hear the tale of family | 
diſgrace recorded, —and the other 
would ſcarce ever let a day paſs to an 
end without ſome hint at it. | 


For - God's fake, my uncle Toby would 
cry, and for my ſake, and for all our 
ſakes, my dear brother Shangy,—do let 
this ſtory of our aunt's and her aſhes 
| ſleep i in peace; how can you, — 
how can you have ſo little feeling and 
| 1 for the character of our fa - 
mily:;—— What is the character of a fa- 
mily to an hypotheſis? | my father would 
reply. Nay, if you come to that 
what is the life of a family :!S— The 
life of a family !—my uncle 7 als would 
| Tons throwing himſelf back in his arm- 
chair 
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chair, and lifting up his hands, his eyes, 
and one leg. Les the. life ——my 
father would ſay, maintaining his point. 
How many thouſands of *em are there 
every year that comes caſt away, (in all 


civilized countries at leaſt)——and con- 
ſider'd as nothing but common air, in 
competition of an hypotheſis. In my 
plain ſenſe of things, my uncle Toby, 
would anſwer, —every ſuch inſtance 
Ts downright Munpzn, let who will 
commit it. There lies your miſtake, 
my father would reply; — for, in Foro 
Scientiæ there is no ſuch thing as Mus- 
DER, tis only Dz aTH, brother. 


| My uncle T oby would never offer to 
anſwer this by any other kind of argu- i 
ment, than that of whiſtling half a dozen 
bars of Lillabullero,—You muſt know r 
1 
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it was the uſual channel thro? which his 
paſſions got vent, when any thing ſhock- 
ed or ſurpriſed him; but eſpecially 
when any ching, which he deem'd very 
abſurd, was offered. 


As not one of our logical writers, nor 
any of the commentators upon them, 
_ that] remember, have thought proper to 
give a name to this particular ſpecies of 
argument, I here take the liberty to do 


it myſelf, for two reaſons. Firſt, That, 
in order to prevent all confuſion in diſ- 


putes, it may ſtand as much diſtinguiſh- 


ed for ever, from every other ſpecies of 


argu ment, — the Argumentum ad 
Verecundiam, ex Abſurdo, ex Fortiori, or any 
other argument whatſoever :——And, 


ſecondly, That it may be ſaid by my chil- 
dren's children, when my head is laid to 


reſt——thattheir learned grand- father's 
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. TP 
head had been buſied to as much pur- 

poſe once, as other people's :—That he 
had invented a name, and generouſly 
thrown it into the TrxeaSURY of the 
Ars Logica, for one of the moſt unan- 
ſwerable arguments in the whole ſcience. 
And-if the end of diſputation is more to 
ſilence than convince, they may add, if 
they pleaſe, to one of the beſt nn 


| I do therefore, by theſe preſents, 
ſtrictly order and command, That it be 
known and diſtinguiſhed by the name 
and title of the Argumentum Fi Fi iſtulatorium, 
and no other; and that it rank here- | 
after with the Argumentum Baculinum, and 
the Argumentum ad Crumenam, and for 
ever hereafter be treated of in the ſame 
chapter. 


Zo 


r | 
As for the Argumentum Tripodium, which 


is never uſed but by the woman againſt 
the man and the Argumentum ad Rem! 


which, contrarywiſe, is made uſe of by 
the man only againſt the woman: As 
| theſe two are enough in conſcience for 
one lecture; and, moreover, as the 
one is the beſt anſwer. to the other,—let 
them likewiſe be kept apart, and be 
treated of in a place by themſelves. 


CHAP, Xx = 


HE learned Biſhop Hall, I mean 

L the famous Dr. Joſeph Hall, who © 

_ was Biſhop of Exeter, in King James the 15 
Firſt's reign, tells us in one of his Decads, 

at the end of his divine art of meditation, . 
imprinted at London, in the year 1610, 


by Jobn Beal, dyellingi in Alderſgate -ftreet, 
* - 
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t That it is an abominable thing for a 
man tocommend himſelf ;” »% —and I real- 


ly think it is ſo. 


And yet, on the other hand, when 4 
thing is executed in a maſterly kind of a 
faſhion, which thing is not likely to be 
found out; I think it is full as abomi- 
nable, that a man ſhould loſe the ho- 
nour of it, and go out of the world with - 
the conceit of it rotting in his head. 


This is preciſely my ſituation. . 


by 5 or in n this long e I was 
3 accidentally led into, as in all my digreſ- 
ſions (one only excepted) there is a 
maſter-ſtroke of digreſſive ſkill, the me- 
rit of which has all along, I fear, been 
overlooked by my reader, — not for want 


175 of Penetration in bim, —but becauſe * tis 
an 


q 151 'Þ | 
an i ſeldom looked for, or ex- 
pected indeed, in a digreſſion ; and it 
is this: That tho my digreſſioas are all 
fair, as you obſerve, —and that I fly off 
from what I am about, as far and as of- 
ten too as any writer in Great-Britainz 


yet I conſtantly take care to order affairs 
ſo, that my main buſineſs does pores 
ſtill in my abſence. ls 


| I was 16 eg; ior „ to 1 
given you the great out · lines of my uncle 
Lol s moſt whimſical character; hen 
my aunt Dinab and the coachman came 
a-croſs us, and led us a vagary ſome mil- 
lions of miles into the very heart of the 
planetary ſyſtem: Notwithſtanding all 
this you perceive that the drawing of 
my uncle Toby's character went on gently 
al the time not the great contours of 
it,—that was 1 ſome fa- 
F ol. I. „ miliar 


miliar ſtrokes and faint defi gnations of 
At, were here and there touch'd in, as we 
went along, ſo that you are much better 


acquainted with my uncle 7 oby now *. has 
my was. before. > | 


- 5 this contrivance the machinery of 
my work is of a ſpecies by itſelf; two 
contrary motions are introduced into i 
and reconciled, which were thought to 
be at variance with each other. In a 
word, my work is digreſſive, and it is 
e e at the ſame time. . 


* * ” 


v 


"This; Sie is a very different 100 
from that of the earth's moving round 
her axis; in her diurnal rotation, with her 
progreſs in her elti iptick orbit which 
brings about the year, and conſtitutes 
that variety and viciſſitude of ſeaſons we 
ago} ;—though Ic own it ſuggeſted the 
= thought, 
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Geige 1 believe the greateſt: of 


our boaſted improvements and diſcove- 
' ries have come from ſome ſuch wiling 
hints. 3 TP | 


Digreſſions, inconteſtably, are the ſun- 
ſnine; — they are the life, the ſoul of 
reading ;—take them out of this book 
for inſtance, you might as well take the 
book along with them; one cold eternal 0 
winter would reign in every page of 1 it; 
reſtore them to the writer ;——he' ſteps 
forth like a bridegroom ,—bids All hall; 
brings i in variety, and forbids 1 the 1 
tite to 1 05 Sa 


Au the deny! is in the lied cook- 

ery and management of them, ſo as to 
be not only for the advantage of the 
reader, but alſo of the author, whoſe di- 
ſtreſs, in this matter, is truely pitiable: 


3.2 „ 


j 


„ 
For, if he begins a digreſſion, — from 
that moment, I obſerve, his whole work 
ſtands ſtock-ſtill ;—and if he goes on 
with his main work, then there is an 
end of his _— Ss Rs 


he 1s vile work. —For which | 
reaſon, from the beginning of this, you | 
ſee, I have conſtructed the main work 
and the adventitious parts of it with ſuch 
interſections, and have ſo complicated 
and involved the digreſſive and progeſ- 
ſive movements, one wheel within ano- 
ther, that the whole machine, in general, 
has been kept a-going ;—and, what's 
more, it ſhall be kept a-going theſe forty 
years, if it pleaſes the fountain of health 
to bleſs me 0 0g life ang * 


0 


' CHAP, 
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nA. XXI. 
Have a ſtrong propenſity in me to 
begin this chapter very nonſenſically, 
nd] will not balk my faney.—Accord- . 
ingly I ſet off chus. 1 


If the 8 of Mamus 8 1 in the 
human breaſt, according to the propoſed 
emendation of that arch-critick, had ta- 
ken place. firſt, This fooliſh conſe- 

quence would certainly have followed,— 
That the very wieſt and the very graveſt | 
of us all, in one coin or other, muſt have 
paid window- money every day of our 
lives. 2 


And, ſecondly, That had the ſaid glaſs 
been there ſet up, nothing more would 
have been wanting, in ander to have ta - 

** 
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ken a man 8 character, but to have ta- 
ken a chair and gone ſoftly, as you would 
to a dioptrical bee-hive, and look'd j in. 
' view'd the ſoul ſtark naked —obſerv d 

all her motions,—her machinations ;— 
traced all her-maggots from their firſt 
engendering to their crawling forth ;— 
_ watched her looſe in her friſks, her gam- 
bols, her capricios; - and oſter ſome no- 
tice of- her more ſolemn ade e con- 
ſequent upon ſuch -friſks, Gc. then 
taken your pen and ink and ſet down 
nothing but what you had ſeen, and 
could have ſworn to: — But this is an 

advantage not to be had by the bio- 

grapher in this planet, —in the planet 

Mercury (belike) it may be ſo, if not 
better ſtill for him for there the in- 
tenſe heat of the country, which is pro- 
ved by computators, from its vicinity to 


the Tins to be more than equal tb * 
£24 0 
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of red hot ma I think, long. ago. 


have vitrified the bodies of the inhahi⸗ 
tants, (as the efficient cauſe) to ſuit them 
for the climate (which is the final cauſe); 
ſo that, betwixt them both, all the tene- 
ments of their ſouls, from top to bot - 
tom, may be nothing elſe, for aught the! 
ſoundeſt philoſophy can ſhew to the con- 
trary, but one fine tranſparent body of 
clear glaſs (bating the umbilical knot); — 
ſo, that till the inhabitants grow old and 
tolerably wrinkled, whereby the rays of | 


light, in paſſing through them, become 


ſo monſtrouſly refrated, or return 
reflected from their ſurfaces in ſuch? | 
tranſverſe lines to the eye, that a man : 
cannot be ſeen thro his ſoul might as | 
well, unleſs, for more ceremony, or 
the trifling advantage which the umbi⸗ 
heal pulls gave 0 upon alf 
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other accounts, I fay, as well play the 
fool out e door as in her own houſe. - 


But this, as I ſaid above, is not the 
caſe of the inhabitants of this earth ;— 
our minds ſhine not through the body, 
but are wrapt up here in a dark covering 
of uncryſtalized fleſh and blood; ſo that 
if we would come to the ſpecifick cha- 
rafters of them, we muft 80 ſome other 
* to work. 


Mary, in good truth, are the Ways 
which human wit has been forced to take 
to do this thing with exactneſs. 


Some, for inſtance, draw all their cha- 
raters with wind inftruments.—/jrgil | 
takes notice of that way in the affair of 
Dido and Anueas; — but it is as fallacious 
as the breath of fame ;—and, moreover, 

| „ 
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befpeaks a narrow genius. Tam not ig- 


norant that the Nalians pretend to a ma- 
thematical exactnefs in their deſignations 
of one particular ſort of character among 
them, from the forte or piano of a cer- 
tain wind inſtrument they uſe, which 

they ſay is infallible.— ] dare not men- 
tion the name of the inſtrument in this 
place; — tis ſufficient we have it amongſt 
us, —but never think of making a draw- 
ing by it this is ænigmatical, and in- 
tended to be ſo, at leaſt, ad populum :— 
And therefore I beg, Madam, when'you 
come here, that yeu read on as faſt as 
you can, and never ſtop to make — in- 
quiry about 1 it. 


There are others again, who will draw 
a man's character from no other helps in 
the world, but merely from his evacua- 
tions but this often gives a very in- 

| correct 
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correct out- line. —unleſs, indeed, you. 
take a ſketch of his repletions too; and 
by correcting one drawing from the 
other, compound one good figure out of, 


them both. 


* — 


1 ſhould have no objection to this me- 
thod, but that I think it muſt ſmell too 
ſtrong of the lamp, — and be render'd ſtill. 
more operoſe, by forcing you to have an 

eye to the reſt of his Nen. Naturals.— 
Wby the moſt natural actions of a man's 
life ſnould be call'd his ee 1/9 
is another —— 


There are others, fourthly, who diſ- 
dain every one of theſe expedients; ;—not 
from any fertility of his own, but from 

che various ways of doing it, which they 


have borrowed from the honourable de- 
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vices which the Pentagraphic Brethren ® . 
of the bruſh have ſhewn in taking co- 
pies. —Theſe, you muſt know, are your. 
great hiſtorians. F 5 

One of thoſe. 1 you will * d a 
full length character againſt the light ;— 
that” 8. illiberal diſhoneſt, — and hard. 
upon the character of the man who ſits. 


Others, to mend the matter, will make 
a drawing of you in the Camera; — that 
is moſt unfair of all, —becauſe, zhere you 
are ſure to be repreſented. in ſome of 
your moſt ridiculous attitudes. - 


To avoid all and every one of theſe 
errors, in giving you my uncle Toby's 
character, I am determin'd to drawitby: 


- 4 


. * Pentagraph, an inſtrument to copy prints and 
pictures mechanically, and in any proportion. 


* 
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ſhall my pencil be guided by any one 
wind inſtrument which ever was blown 
upon, either on this, or on the other 
fide of the Alps;—nor will I conſider 
either his repletions or his diſcharges,— 
or touch upon his Non-Naturals ;—bur, 
in a word, I will draw my uncle Toby's 
character from his Honysy-Hoxse. 


CHAP, XXIV. 


1 I was not morally ſure that the render 
muſt be out of all patience for my 
uncle Toby's character.] would here 
previouſly have convinced him, that 
there is no inſtrument ſo fit to draw ſuch 
a thing with, as that which I have pitch'd 
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A man and his Hoss v-Hoxs z, 


tho? I cannot ſay that they act and re- act 


exactly after the ſame manner in which 
the ſoul and body do upon each other: 


Yet doubtleſs there is a communication 


between them of ſome kind, and my 


opinion rather is, that there is ſomething 
in it more of the manner of electrified 
bodies, - and that by means of the heated 


parts of the rider, which come immedi- 
ately into contact with the back of the 
HoßzY-HoksE.—By long journies and 


much friction, it ſo happens that the bo- 


dy of the rider is at length fill'd as full 
of Hozzy-Hozs1CAL matter as it can 
hold; ſo that if you are able to give 
but a clear deſcription. of the nature of 
the one, you may form a pretty exact 
notion of the genius and character of the 
others 


Now 
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Now the Hoppy- Hosst. which my 
uncle Toby always rode upon, was, in my 
opinion, an Honsy- Hoxse well worth 
giving a deſcription of, if it was only 
upon the ſcore of his great ſingularity; 
for you 15 have travelled from York 
to Dover, from Dover to Penzance i in 
Cornwall, and from Penzance to York back 
again, and not have ſeen ſuch another 
upon the road; or if you had ſeen ſuch 
a one, whatever haſte you had been in; 


you muſt infallibly have ſtopp'd to have 


taken a view of him. Indeed, the gait 
and figure of him was ſo ſtrange, and ſo 
utterly unlike was he, from his head to 
his tail, to any one of the whole ſpecies, 
that i it was now and then made a matter 
af diſpute,— -whether be was really a 
Hossy: Honsk or no: But as the Philo- 
ſopher would uſe no other argument to 


che ſceptic, who diſputed with him againſt 
the 


SSD 4 
the reality of motion, ſave that of riſing 
up upon his legs, and walking a- croſs 
the room ; ſo would my uncle Toby uſe 
no other argument | to prove his Hoppyr 
Hoxsk was a Hopsy-Hogss indeed, 
but by getting upon his back and riding 
him about; —leaving the world after that 
ro determine the point as it thought fit. 
In good 9 Mg my Ste 7 uy cad 
him with ſo much pleaſure, and he car- 
ried my uncle T. aby ſo. well, —that he 
troubled his head very little with what 
the world either ſaid or x thought about 
19 


It is now high time, however, that I 
give you a deſcription of him: But ta 
go on regularly, I only beg you will give 
me leave to acquaint you hx, fda my 
uncle 7 7 came by him. 
"A e 
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rz wound in my uncle Toby's 


groin, which he received at the 


fiege of Namur, rendering him unfit for 
the ſervice, it was thought expedient he 
| ſhould return to England, in order, if 

poſſible, to be ſet to rights, 


He was four years totally confined, —. 


| part of it to his bed, and all of it to his 


room; and in the courſe of his cure, 


which was all that time in hand, ſuffer d 


unſpeakable miſeries, -o wing to a ſuc- 


ceſſion of exfoliations from the oſs pubis, 


and the outward edge of that part of the 


corondix called the ofs illeun, both 


which bones were diſmally cruſh'd, as 
much by the irregularity of the fone, 
which I told you was broke off the pa- 

3 rapet, 
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rapet,. —as by its ſize, (though 1 it was 
pretty large) which inclined the ſurgeon 
all along to think, that the great injury 
which it had done my uncle Toby's groin, | 
was more owing to the gravity of the 
ſtone itſelf, than to the projectile force 
of it,—which. he would often tell him 
was a, great happineſs, | 


My ane chat time was juſt begin · 

ning buſineſs in London, and had taken a 
| houſe;—and as the trueſt friendſhip and 
cordiality ſubſiſted between the two bra» 
thers,— and that my father thought my 
uncle Toby could no where be ſo well 
nurſed and taken care of as in his own 
houſe, —he affign'd him the very beſt 
apartment in it,—And what was a much 
more ſincere mark of his affection till, 
he would never ſuffer a friend or an ac- 
quaintance to ſtep i into the houſe on any 

Vor. I, M co ccaſion. 


tt 
- occaſion, but he would take him by ts 
hand, and lead him up ſtairs to ſee his 
| brother” I and * an ger by his 

The WA 0 of a ſoldier's wound be- 
guiles the pain of it; my uncle's viſit- 
ers at leaſt thought ſo, and in their daily 
calls upon him, from the courteſy ariſing 
out of that belief, they would frequently 
turn the diſcourſe to that ſubject, and 
from that ſubject the diſcourſe would 
n roll on to the ſiege * 


Theſe converſations were infinitely 
kind; and my uncle Toby received great 
relief from them, and would have recei- 
ved much more, but that they brought 
him into fome unforeſeen perplexities, 
which, for three months together, re- 


tarded _ cure ond and if he had 
„ "I - 
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not hit upon an expedient to extricate 
himſelf out of them, I verily en 
would have laid him in his — 


What theſe 3 of my uncle 
Toby were, ——'tis impoſſible for you to 
gueſs;—if you could, I ſhould bluſh; 
not as a relation, —not as a man, — nor 
even as a woman, — but I ſhould bluſh as 
an author; inaſmuch as I ſet no ſmall 
ſtore by myſelf upon this very account, 
that my reader has never yet been able 
to gueſs at any thing. And in this, Sir, 
I am of ſo nice and ſingular a humour, 
that if I thought you was able to form 
the leaſt judgment or probable conjecture 
to yourſelf, of what was to. come in the 
next page, -I would tear it out of my 
bock, 
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